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ANNOUNCEMENT 


The subject presented here is one of those constituting the outline Series, namely: The Foreshadowings of the 
Christ, The Life of the Christ, The Founding of the Christian Church, The Work of the Old Testament Sages; 
The Work of the Old Testament Priests; The Universal Element in the Psalter. In this series the first four courses 
furnish a general survey, but they need not necessarily precede the course contained in this volume. 

The author of these lessons is also the author of The Social Teaching of Jesus, The Messianic Hope in the New 
Testament, and The Church and the Changing Order. We acknowledge the courtesy of the publishers of these volumes 
in allowing generous quotations from them in the “‘Forewords to the Students.” 

The payment of the fee of fifty cents to the office of the INSTITUTE, or to any of the authorized agencies of the 
INSTITUTE, constitutes any person a-member of the INSTITUTE, and will entitle him to the outlines upon one subject 
without further charge (except a postage fee of four cents in case delivery is made by mail). 

Duplicate sheets of the review questions, are supplied with all volumes sent from the INSTITUTE to members. 
Upon the return of these questions satisfactorily answered a certificate for the course will be awarded. 

Members of the INsTITUTE have the privilege of correspondence, asking for suggestions for reading, assistance 
in mastering difficult points in the studies, or any question relating to the subject upon which further light is desired. 

Groups of persons desiring to meet as a club or class for the study of this volume will be supplied with special 
programmes for fortnightly meetings, without charge. 

The full work of the INSTITUTE includes, in addition to the courses named above, every phase of non-resident 
biblical study, academic correspondence courses in Hebrew, New Testament Greek, and the English Bible; rapid 
survey courses for the training of Sunday-school teachers, professional reading courses for ministers, and reading- 
courses in religious education. A full Bulletin of Information will be sent on application. 

Tue AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED LITERATURE, 
Hyde Park, Chicago, II. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Kahle/Austin Foundation 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE STUDY 


OF 


THE FORESHADOWINGS OF THE CHRIST. 


IN GENERAL. 


1. Work regularly. Have a definite time for your work every day, and as regularly as possible use that 
time for your work. 


2. Read intelligently. Consider as you read whether you understand what you are reading. If thereisa 
word the meaning of which you do not know, look it up. Many such words can be found in any English dic- 
tionary ; of others you will find explanation in footnotes on the Direction sheets. But do not, if you can avoid 
it, pass over a word without knowing what it means. 


3. Read attentively. Notice the character of what you are reading. If it is narrative, it is necessary to 
fix in mind the facts narrated. If it is teaching, like attention must be given to what is taught. In any case, 
try to fix the substance of the section in mind as you read. Above all, keep constantly in mind the subject we 
are studying. The portions of the Old Testament which are necessarily omitted in this course will constantly 
tempt you aside. Dismiss all questions and investigations which do not bear upon the subject, and fix in your 
memory only the steps in the development and progress of the Messianic idea. 


4. Record the results of your study. Have your note-book always at hand as you study, and use it 
freely to make your thought clear, and to help you to hold what you have gained. Every day’s reading 
ought to give you some result so clear and definite that you can write it down. Frequently let your note 
be a summary in your own words of the narrative or teaching of the passage studied. At other times note 
down whatever most impresses you, whatever you have got for yourself from the passage. 


5. Make frequent reviews with the special subject of the course in mind. The portions assigned for 
each day’s reading are usually brief. Much of what is most interesting and instructive will come to you 
only as you connect these short portions together, and see the events or the teachings in relation to each 
other. Often turn back and recall what you have read, using the section-titles to help you if necessary. 
Do this again and again. Much of the force and beauty of the Old Testament writings lie in their highly 
figurative character, therefore strive to grasp the full force of the figurative language. Dwell upon it. 
Think of it in connection with the times in which the words were spoken. Picture to yourself the 
conditions of social and political life, and so enable yourself to appreciate-tho added strength given to the 
statements by the figurative expression. 


6. Study with open mind and heart. The study of the Bible ought not only to store the mind but 
to mould the heart and shape the life. It is possible, indeed, to be in too great haste to find the practical 
lesson in every passage. You must first of all get the facts and the teachings, as facts and teachings; 
and many of the best lessons, as already suggested, come not from a single section but from the readings 
of many days. God was dealing with a primitive people. It was necessary, therefore, that he should 
sometimes adapt his teaching to their particular circumstances, environment, and ability to comprehend. He 
was all the time, however, teaching fundamental principles of life, which, although finding their perfect 
expression only in Jesus Christ, are yet essential teachings of these Old Testament writings. They may 
therefore convey to your heart some helpful lessons as effectively as the words of Christ himself. See to 
it that your heart is open to them, and when these lessons come fail not to receive them and to live by them. 


Note.—The Revised Version of the Bible should be used wherever possible. Itis, especially for the study of the Oid Testa- 
ment, much superior to the Old Version, not only because of the more accurate translation, but also on account of its attention to 


the literary form of the original. 


A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


Whether you are for the first time entering upon an earnest study of the Bible, or whether you have 
already spent much time and thought on the subject, it will be well, as we enter upon a fresh year of work, to 
take a forward look and to consider a few principles which must guide us in our study, if we wish to obtain 
the best results. 

In all successful work the first and most important thing is a definite plan, a plan which includes a study 
of the history, of the prophecy so closely interwoven with it, of the development of a body of law, of the lives of 
Jesus and his followers; in a word, a systematic study, generation by generation, century by century, of the 
growing fabric of the revelation of God. It is unnecessary to enlarge further upon the point, since the very 
fact that this is addressed to you indicates that you are ready to enter upon a plan already prepared for you. 

The work of the year will deal by a definite method with a distinct subject and according to a well-defined 
plan. But, again, any study to be systematic must be comprehensive. Mastery of details is needed, but also a 
mastery of the subject as a whole. It is a mistake to suppose for a moment that Bible study consists in the 
study of isolated texts, or in the study of single chapters, or even in the study of entire books. One may study 
verses all his life and yet know comparatively little of the Bible. Moreover, it is not sufficient merely to have 
gained a comprehensive knowledge of a book; one must know the place of that book in the Bible as a whole, 
and its relation to the contents of the whole Bible and to the entire plan of God for the salvation of men. The 
plan of work which you intend to follow attempts to give a comprehensive view, but it must be met with a broad 
and comprehensive spirit, never losing sight of the fact that, although the Bible is a volume containing many 
books, it has a place and a development and a unity which make it one book from Genesis to Revelation. 

But what kind of knowledge of the Bible is it that we are seeking to gain by these careful plans for study ? 
Underneath all spiritual knowledge is the intellectual grasp of the facts. The spiritual and the intellectual 
make one. They must not be separated; either without the other will inevitably lead to error. But what is 
meant by intellectual grasp of the Scripture? Just that knowledge which has already been described. The 
historical investigation of the facts, the recognition of the literary form of the various books, a familiarity with 
principles in accordance with which the facts and teachings must be interpreted. This kind of knowledge is 
necessary to the conservation of the truth. It is intellectual, yet forms the basis of the deepest spiritual work. 
Such an intelligent grasp of the Scriptures cannot be gained without effort, and the least one can do is to make 
the effort. 

But we must not forget that the highest knowledge, the spiritual grasp of Scripture truth, must be the real 
purpose of all our intellectual work. 

It is the chief object of all Christian work to carry gospel truth to those that are out of Christ. It should 
be the aim of the Bible student so to master its contents as to make it of the greatest possible spiritual value 
to himself, and himself the most efficient worker possible in advancing the cause of divine truth in the world. 
One’s strength in Christian work is measured largely by his ability to make this use of Scripture truth. It is 
a work for which a preparation of years of study and prayer, and even many seasons of affliction, are needed. 
It is not to be obtained at once. It is the highest of all possessions, the deepest of all knowledge. It will come 
in time to the child of God, but to him only, and only in time. Lastly, if our work is to be effectual in deepen- 
ing the spiritual life within us and around us, it must be characterized by a reverent spirit. Perhapsit may be 
that this caution is not needed. Of those who have sufficient interest in the Bible to study it a reverent spirit 
would be expected ; but it must be confessed that in the intellectual handling of the book a liberty is taken, a 
familiarity is gained, that seems in the case of some to destroy the feeling of respect that ought to characterize 
the student’s attitude toward the holy book. True reverence for divine truth, and proper regard for the instru- 
ment through which that truth has been revealed, must be cultivated. Where shall this truly reverent spirit 
be generated? Ina conception of God as he is revealed in the careful study of the book. Let us free ourselves 
as far as we may from the things which fetter the spirit in its effort to come into contact with the great spirit of 
which it isa part. Let us break down the barriers which stand between us and the God in whose image we 
were made. Let us earnestly seek that higher life in which spirit meets spirit, and the ideal of man’s creation 
js at last attained. 

If our year of work together shall lift us but one step nearer the spiritual heights which we seek, it will 
richly repay the effort which will be put forth. Let us make the effort in the hope and belief that such a result 
may follow. 


ANALYTICAL OUTLINE. 


PART 1, PART II. 
FORESHADOWINGS FROM THE ANTE-MOSAIC AGE. FORESHADOWINGS FROM THE MOSAIC AGE. 
§ 1. Man’s Creation and his divine destiny, § 12. Israel in Egypt. A period of 200 (or according to 
Gen. 1:26-30. some 400) years of which we know little or noth- 
§ 2. Man’s condition of loneliness; the creation of the ing. The trials and afflictions of Israel at the 
woman; the state of innocence. close of the period. 
Gen. 2: 18-25. Ex. 1; 1-22. 
§ 3. The act of disobedience. Moe See § 13. The Birth of Moses: his early life. 
; es ; : Ex. 2: 1-22. 
Be Oe cummeriiont ot tho eerpent- The: condict . 44 ite eersicoin Midian. ‘The Commraionot Jeho: 
between the seed of the woman and the seed of the 
serpent; between mankind and the powers of evil, ES Ex. 3:1—4:17. 
in which man ultimately will gain the victory. § 15. The departure from Egypt. 
Gen. 3:14, 15. Ex. 12: 21-41. 
§5. The descendants of Cain. The beginning of § 16. The crossing of the Red Sea. ‘6b th 
xX. 14:l-ol. 


bloodshed. The beginning of civilized life, with 


polygamy, music, the manufacture of weapons § 17. The giving of the Law on Mt, Sinai. 


Ex. 19:1—20: 21, 


of war. enya her § 18. Israel to be a kingdom of priests. ee 
S150 1o x. 19:3-6. 
§6. The selection of Noah, Lamech’s son as one who 19. Thebuildine ob thedtabernacte: 
shall bring comfort 5 
Genz :29. § 20. Israel in the wilderness. a 
§ 7. The special interest of God in the family of Shem. Num. 14:1-45, 
Gen. 9: 25-27. § 21. Israel assigned a special inheritance. 
§ 8. The call of Abram from Ur of the Chaldees. The Deut. 32:6-10. 
promise of aland and a great nation through which § 22. Israel to be a royal nation. Maree is 
the world shall be blessed. § 23. Israel to have a priestly order. 
Gen. 11: 26—12:3. . Num. 25:12, 13. 
$9. Repetition of the promise of a country and of a § 24. Israel to have a prophetic order. Re eet 
great posterity. Gen.13:14-17,15:1.8, 9 20" Estael to have a royal order. % . 
en. lo: 14-1, loc lo. eut. 17: 14-20, 
§ 10. The selection of Jacob rather than Esau, by Isaac. § 26. The death of Moses. 
naa ea § 27. The conquest of Canaan mae 
§ 11. Judah selected from the son of Jacob to be the : 4 ; Tochmode 
leader. His supremacy to continue until they NotsE.— In the preceding outline, the section titles printed in 
come to Shiloh. Blessing and prosperity to attend black type indicate the direct line of foreshadowings, while 
kim. those in ordinary type present the historical background and 


Gen, 49:1, 8-12. the intervening events. 


SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY. 


— i umbers refer to the sections of the preceding Outline. The suggestions on the study of each day, 
Gernbs ana i ate all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps be necessary 
hereafter. In latter sheets the student will be thrown more upon bis own responsibility 

Abbreviations: C., Chart; M., Map; R.V. Revised Version of the Bible; A.V., Authorized or Old Version of the Bible; cf. 
compare; i. e., that is. 


First day. § 1. Read Gen. 1:1-30 and note that, last of all, manis created, everything else being pre- 
paratory. Re-read Gen. 1:26-30, and consider the endowment given man by God at the time of his creation (¢f 
the words “in our image, after our likeness”), and the purpose for which he was created, namely, to have 
dominion over the world. Consider the importance of this first indication of the divine purpose in respect to 
the destiny of man. ; 

Second day. § 2. Remembering that the “man” created in Gen. 1 included both man and women, read in 
Gen. 2:18-25 the more specific statement concerning man’s loneliness before the coming of the woman, the 
creation of woman to supply the need, and the state of innocence in which at first they lived together. Read 
the description found in Gen. 2:1-17 of the Garden of Eden which was the place of their first abode. 

Third day. §§1,2. Notice the order of thought in the first two chapters, and note (1) that in the first 
averything mentioned prepares the way for the last, and greatest act of creation, that is, man, who. therefore, 
occupies this, the most important position ; (2) that in the second chapter man also is the subject of the story, 
and that everything is narrated with reference to its relation to him; (3) that while in one case the arrangement 
is in order of time, that is chronological, in the other it is according to the importance of the thought, that is 
logical, but that in both everything bears upon the one subject, man. 


Fourth day. § 3. Read Gen. 3:1-13, and consider the nature of the act performed by the man and the 
woman,—an act of deliberate disobedience. Note the ideal form in which the greatest event of all history is 
described. Consider the consequences of this act as the initial act of sin, and note the clear connection between 
the fall of man from his former state of innocence, and the work of Jesus Christ for man because of this fall. 


Fifth day. §4. Read carefully Gen. 3:14,15, and understanding that the serpent here symbolically 
represents the powers of evil, consider the nature of the future conflict which is here foretold between the seed 
of the woman and the seed of the serpent. Note further that in this conflict the seed of the woman, 7. e., man- 
kind, though injured, will ultimately be victorious. Consider whether this victory has yet been gained, or 
whether every upward step taken by mankind since the fall has not been a step in this direction. Consider 
also the part which has been played by Jesus Christ in behalf of man in this conflict with evil. 


Sixth day. §5. Read Gen. 4:1-16 and note the rapid progress of ‘sin in the world as seen in the murder of 
a brother. Read Gen. 4:16-26 and consider also the accompaniments of the more civilized life of Cain’s descend- 
ants in the city. Does the writer not represent the features of this civilized life, viz., polygamy, music, the 
manufacture of weapons of war, as leading men still further away from God ? 


Seventh day. § 6. Read Gen. 6:5-8 and note the development of wickedness. Go back and study Gen. 
5:29 and decide as to the part which Noah is to play in the future of the human race. In this connection 
recall the purpose and the results of the deluge as described in chapters 6 to9. If you cannot readily recall 
the story read the chapters with these two ideas in mind. 

Eighth day. §7. Read Gen. 9:25-27 and consider (1) whether these words of Noah are to be regarded as a 
prayer or as a prediction ;(2) the relative position assigned the three brothers (7. e., which is lowest, which 
highest ?) and (3) on the supposition that the pronoun “him” in “let him dwell in the tents of Shem” refers 
to God, the full significance of the statement concerning Shem. 


Ninth day. §8 Read Gen. 11 ;26-12:3 and note that of the many descendants of Shem (for genealogy see 
11 :10-26), Abram is chosen. Subdivide the promise made in 12:1-3 under the heads (1) the land ; (2) the 
nation ; (3) the blessing which the world is to receive through the nation, and express the substance of what is 
said of each in your own words. 

Tenth day. §9. Read Gen. 13:14-17 and 15:1-8 in connection with Gen. 12:1-3, and note any additional 
items of interest in connection with the promise made to Abram of a country and of a great posterity. Note 
also that reference is made in Gen. 15:1-4 to the future birth of one who shall be Abram’s son, namely, Isaac. 


Eleventh day. § 10. Read Gen. 27:1-4, 30, and note (1) the fact that the patriarchal blessing carrying with it 
the prediction of future prosperity falls upon Jacob rather than upon Esau, and (2) vs. 26-29, the elements which 
make up this blessing. 

Twelfth day. $11. Read Gen. 49:1, 8-12, and, remembering that Jacob is describing what is to be the 
future of each of his sons in the land which is to be their home, consider (1) v.8 the position which Judah is ta 
occupy with reference to his brethren and his enemies; (2) v. 9, the character and characteristics of Judah. 
(3) v. 10, the time dur.ng which he shall maintain his supremacy (here cf. carefully the three marginal readings 
given in the revised version, and notice that all three furnish about the same idea, this idea being in contrast 
with that given by the text, “ until Shiloh come.”) (4) vs. 11, 12, the blessing and prosperity which are promised 
under the figures of wine and milk. 


Thirteenth day. § 12. Read Ex. 1:1-22, and recall the circumstances in connection with Joseph, under 
which Jacob went down into Egypt (Gen. 46: 24-28; 46: 29-34), the treatment of Jacob’s family during his life 
(Gen. 47: 5-12); the change which takes place Ex. 1:8; the trails and afflictions through which the Israelites 
are called to pass. 


Fourteenth day. §13. Read Ex. 2:1-22, and make an outline of the circumstances connected with the 
birth of Moses and his early life. 

Fifteenth day. $14. Read Ex. 3:1-4:17, and tell in your own words the story of his work in Midian and 
the call of Jehovah, which came to him there. Note particularly his hesitation and the repeated statements of 
Jehovah that this is a work the responsibility of which must rest upon him. 


Siateenth day. § 15. Passing over the plagues which were inflicted upon the Egyptians in order to induce 
them to let Israel get out of Egypt, read carefully the narrative of the departure in Ex. 12:21-41, 


Seventeenth day. § 16. Read Ex. 14:1-31 and endeavor to obtain a clear idea of the situation in which the 
Israelites found themselves with the Red Sea in front and the army of Pharaoh behind. Note the various 
divisions or scenes into which the narrative falls. 


Eighteenth day. §17. Read the account of the giving of the law on Mt. Sinai and the contents of the law 
itself in Ex. 19: 1-20 :21. 

Nineteenth day. § 18. Read again Ex. 19:3-6, and remembering the promises in Gen. 9:26, 27, that God 
was to dwell in the tents of Shem, notice that he is here to take up his dwelling with Israel, Consider algo. 
(1) what was the work of a priest (viz., to serve Jehovah); (2) what was involved in Israel becoming a nation of 
priests (each member of the nation a priest); (3) the idea of a kingdom of priests. 

Twentieth day. § 19. Read Ex. 35: 4-22, and consider (1) the purpose of the tabernacle as a dwelling place 
for Jehovah; (2) remembering that the people still maintained the old division into tribes, consider the influence 
of the tabernacle in drawing together the various tribes, and thus securing unity of action; (3) the possibility 
by means of the tabernacle of the development of religious worship. 

Twenty-first day. § 20. Read Num. 14:1-45, and formulate for yourself (1) a statement with respect to 
the cause for delaying further the entrance into the promised land; (2) the general effect of this delay upon the 
nation at large (was it preparatory, disciplinary, etc.); (3) the results of this delay as they may occur to you in 
thinking of the future history. 


Twenty-second day. §21. Read Deut, 32: 6-10. and note (1) vs. 6, 7, the attitude of the people towards God 
notwithstanding his many favors; (2) v. 8, the position of supremacy occupied by Israel in the mind of God in 
the assignment to the nations of the earth of their boundaries; (3) the reason for the preference shown to 


eae Spies the connection between this promise and former promises with respect to the Holy Land 


Twenty-third day. § 22. Read Num. 24:17-19, and remembering (a) that Balaam, who speaks, is outside of 
the nation Israel (Num. 22:5); (b) that Israel is now fighting with a neighboring nation which seeks to overwhelm 
her (Num. 22: 1-4); (c) the former statements of Balaam concerning the future of Israel to the effect that she 
will be invincible and prosperous (Num. 24:5-9; 23:18-23); (1) observe (v. 17) that the prophet speaks of some- 
thing represented by a star, a scepter; that is, something royal, which in the future shall rise from Israel and 
destroy her enemies;. (2) consider whether the royalty referred to here refers to an individual, or toa royal 
order, or to the character of the nation itself. i 


, Twenty-fourth day. §23. Read Num. 25:12, 13, in close connection with Ex. 19:3-6 (§ 18), and recalling the 
circumstances in connection with which the Israelites are led into captivity by the Moabites (Num. 25: 1-6), and 
the part played by Phineas in the transaction (Num. 25:7-11); consider in what respect the statement concern- 
ing the future priestly work of Israel is more definite than any heretofore made. Does it mean that henceforth 
there will be an order of priests through which the priestly work assigned to Israel shall be accomplished? 

Twenty-fifth day. § 24. Read the promise concerning the raising up of a prophet in Deut. 18: 15-19. 
Now take up a closer study of the passage in the following order: 

(1) Read vs. 18 and 19, and note the characteristics of the prophet who is to be raised up, viz., his resem- 
blance to Moses; and the work which is expected of him; still further, the obedience which will be required of 
those who hear his words. 

(2) Go back and read vs. 9-14, and remembering that Moses is now about to be taken away from the chil- 
dren of Israel, and that he is telling them what they are todo and what they are not to do inthe land of Canaan, 
which tuey are soon to occupy, note the class of people who pretend to reveal the law of God, and with whom 
consultation is prohibited. 

(3) Read v. 15, and note the substitute which God offers the people instead of sorcerers, wizards, ete. 

_ (4) Read vs. 16, 17, and consider the time and circumstances under which the promise of the prophet was 
originally given. 

Twenty-sixth day. Continue the study of Deut. 18:16-19 as follows: 

(5) Read vs. 20-22, and ascertain how the people are to know whether or not the prophet thus raised up is 
speaking the truth. 

(6) Consider what meaning this statement would have for the people of Israel who are just about to enter 
Canaan, if Moses tells them that when they reach their land they must not consult sorcerers and wizards in 
order to ascertain the law of God; and that they need not do this for in fifteen hundred years God will raise up 
a prophet, namely, Jesus Christ. 

(7) Consider on the other hand the significance of the statement, if it means that when they enter the land 
they must not consult wizards, etc., and that they need not do this for God will establish an order of prophets, 
or in other words, that he will raise up a prophet from time to time who will declare to them his will and whose 
words they must obey. 

(8) Consider still further whether, this latter interpretation being adopted, it will not be necessary also to 
include as one of these prophets who is to be raised up, the greatest of them all, the one to whom the work of 
all whe preceded him pointed, Jesus Christ, through whom the great and final revelation of God’s will was 
made. 


Twenty-seventh day. §25. Read Deut. 17:14-20, and note in detail the several provisions made for a king 
when the time should arrive and consider the relation sustained by the royal order thus established, to the last: 
and greatest king of the order, Jesus Christ. 


Twenty-eighth day. §26. Read and consider the details of the death of Moses. Deut. 34. 


Twenty-ninth day. §27. Read Joshua 24, and note the general conquest of Canaan by the Israelites and 
their occupation of it in accordance with the promise which had been made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Thirtieth day. Review the section titles printed in large type and classify them one by one according as 
they furnish material on one or another of the following topics ; namely: 

(1) The ideal of mankind. (2) The conflict of man with the powers of evil. (3) The coming of Jehovah to 
dwell upon the earth. (4) The Holy Land. (5) The priestly work of Israel. (6) The prophetic work of Israel. 
(7) The Messianic king. 

Thirty-first day. Endeavor now to bring together the main ideas which may be regarded as foreshadowing 
the work of the Christ, remembering that men in this earliest age find themselves looking forward in the midst 
of sorrow towards deliverance. Ask yourself the question: How definite at the time of Moses’ death had the 
expectation of this deliverance become, and how definite at this time were the promises which God had made? 
Collect the material under three heads; (1) the line through which this deliverance was to be wrought: 
(a) mankind; (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) Judah;* (2) the land of 
deliverance ; (3) the means of deliverance, namely, the chosen people. In what capacity is this people to act, 
and what special orders or agencies are established in order that the purpose of deliverance may be through 
them accomplished? 


* Fill inthe blank spaces. 


REVIEW QUESTIONS.* 


READ CAREFULLY.—Answer questions, as far as possible, from memory. Then take your Bible and review with the questions 
in mind, revising your answers as youread. Should you wish to work for a certificate, duplicate blanks for these questions will be 
eent oe application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, Ill., enclosing two-cent stamp, Blanks for the entire course 
will be sent at once. 
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1. What statement is given us of the purpose of the creation of man, and his original state ?.........0+-++e8- 


ee ee eens Peewee mew meee meee tees wees oo eees Hees SHEE SEHH OE HEH HHESHE FETE HEC EE 


Dee eee oe ee ee er weer se eesoee ee cay ee ee oy 
Sees rene snes anes . sweeter sees snoe ee oe ees eee ca er a 
Ce ee) eT oe . . oe eee Chit MCe er ee) . Ci) De ateic) ay 


3. Compare the successive steps in this, man’s first conflict with evil, with the successive mental steps in 


OVELY SUCH COMIC: Axcis oh cacteeie eee Ol the eis. wb Sie eealela es Slave a aleyistole 8 ackasire een Gece ratarate ieletsomueiteisielowe overareaiare S865 OOUGOD 


4. Quote the first passage in which we have an indication of the ultimate triumph of good over evil, and the 


means through which the victory is to be obtained ................ 00s cues seer sees  enecerseatanctre ste uate ets wetlevele 
5. What two later stories teach the lesson of punishment for 5in?......... 0.0. cceeceee seen : Se Were 
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7. Give the substance of the promises made to Abraham in regard to (a) his immediate family............... 
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8. After Abraham and his son, who was selected for the continuance of the promises? Can you suggest any 
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*Students are urged to test the results of their work by answering these questions to the best of their ability. 
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11. After the death of Moses, who, according to the word of Jehovah, was to convey His messages to the 
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13. What form of political government was to be theirs at some future time ?............. cc. cece eee eens 
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14. What three Orders, each of which should have its part in carrying forward the plan of God, were 
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15. What may be learned from the study of the month in regard to the attitude of God towards 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 


N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each of the nine question sheets in the year’s | 
s0urse will receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions may be studied previously, but 
must be answered from memory. 


1. Give such section titles of Parts I, II, of the Analytical Outline as are printed in black type...........0... 
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2. In the law which was given on Mount Sinai, (a) what were the negative commands, that is, what was 
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4, Did each of the three orders established grow toward and finally culminate (in a spiritual sense) in one 
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5. Looking toward all that led up to the coming of Christ as a series of foreshadowings, make here a brief 
statement of what may be termed the foreshadowings during the period under the following heads: (a) the 


necessity of deliverance... ...05.+.s. cece sees 
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(c) The means (divine, human, or both) 
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A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


There is no more striking characteristic of today’s religious life than the renascence of interest in biblical 
study. Not alone in colleges where chairs of Christian Literature are being founded, nor in theological 
seminaries where Biblical Theology is supplementing Dogmatic Theology, but among people at large is this 
interest increasingly great. A special testimony to the truth of this statement is seen in the earnestness with 
which any proposal for systematic Bible study is received, inevitably also in the many attempts which are 
being made to meet this earnest desire for guidance. 

Certain oft-repeated rules concerning which we have something to say characterize many of these helpful 
plans. So far as the rule “long and repeated reading” is concerned it is most admirable. There is no greater 
enemy to an intelligent knowledge of the Scriptures than the patchwork in which ordinary reading, and 
especially so-called “ Bible readings,” too often result. A verse here and a verse there, brought together by 
some arbitrary or artificial principle of association, can never give a knowledge of the Bible and its teachings. 
To take a concordance and gather together passages containing the word “Come” is not warranted to give 
one any great knowledge of the Christian doctrine of grace. The book not the verse is the proper unit in 
Bible study. It is just as true, also, that the Scriptures, like any other literary work of supreme merit, need 
not only be read generously if they are to be appreciated, but must also be read and re-read repeatedly. Who 
would be allowed to call himself a student of Shakespeare who had read a scene from Hamlet, and a scene 
from Othello, and this but once ? 

_ And much is to be said in favor of a second rule, “ prayerful reading.” The intent of such a method is to 
bring the mind of the reader into closer sympathy with God, and thus to arrive at a proper stage of spiritual 
receptivity. So far this is indispensable. It cannot be too much emphasized that a merely intellectual, that 
is, a non-religious, study of the Scriptures is not only unfruitful, but unscientific. A man who studies, be it 
never so intently, the prophets simply to discover political history, or the Pentateuch solely in search for its 
constituent documents, will get very little understanding of Isaiah or Moses. Spiritual sympathy is indis- 
pensable for correct interpretation. As the Bible is intended to set forth religious truth, so must it be studied 
in a religious spirit. 

While we thus recognize the importance of a prayerful reading of the Scriptures, we must recognize the 
danger of cultivating the demand for an immediately appreciable spiritual blessing. A man is to get not 
merely historical facts, but religious inspiration and truth and unction at each time of reading. This is 
certainly the essence of much advice given Christian people. The slow, imperceptible growth of Christian 
character is discredited, and men are urged to seek in its stead instantaneous transformations, or definite and 
even scheduled spiritual results. A certain number of minutes each day is assigned the devotional reading of 
ie Scripture, and at its end the reader is instructed to feel disappointed if he has not received an appreciable 

essing. 

We are farthest possible from criticising the ambition to derive moral and religious development from the 
Bible. That is the thing above all others that Bible study is for, and no man can overestimate its worth, but 
any student knows that in the realm of study harvest does not follow so immediately upon seed time. The 
student of chemistry does not expect that his first or any reaction will immediately lead him into a new con- 
sciousness of a mastery of his science, nor does the student of history expect to get a correct knowledge of the 
laws of human development when he first begins the study of the history of Greece. 

So in the realm of Bible study. Often spiritual insight and uplift come immediately upon the reading of 
a passage. There are times in men’s lives when they are conscious of a most rapidly growing Christian expe- 
rience, but such moments are generally retrospective. Men are convinced that they have grown rather than 
that they are growing. He whoconstantly attempts to uproot his Christian experience in order to measure its 
growth, makes his life miserable with his introspection. The kingdom of God is to be established and developed 
in accordance with natural laws. As the plan grows imperceptibly to fruition, so, in the words of Jesus, is the 
kingdom of God to grow secretly, one does not know how, and gradually; first the blade, then the ear, then the 
full corn in the ear. The leaven, though it leaven the whole lump, is not to accomplish its mission at once, and 
a long time elapses between the mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds, and the mustard plant, the greatest of 
all herbs. Spiritual teaching is often not to be obtained from a specific passage by any legitimate method of 
interpretation for the reason that it contains none. The constant search for such teaching, coupled with the 
determination to extract a certain amount of spiritual food at all costs and within a given time, is bound to 
lead to a misuse of Scripture and a positive perversion of its teachings. 

What then is the true method of biblical study for the student who is determined to get from it a real 
spiritual result? First, a man must study the Scriptures with the determination to appreciate as thoroughly 
as possible exactly what the author of the Scripture intended him to obtain. It is not for the interpreter to 
add to or subtract from this meaning. Second, the student must study in asympathetic spirit, and this implies 
that he is to endeavor to put himself under divine influence by prayer. Third, having thus endeavored to get 
at the truth precisely as it is, and to bring one’s self as near as possible to the author of‘,all truth, one should 
have such confidence in that truth and in that author as to believe that spiritual growth is inevitable. He who 
seeks to apprehend exactly the teachings of prophet or apostle or the Christ, and who is willing to incorporate 
in his conduct such truth as fast as it is revealed, need not be seeking for quantitative spiritual growth. Such 
a student is working, not only wisely, but scientifically, and such study can no more fail to produce spiritual 
character than the earth can fail to produce fruit when once the seed is planted in it. Let us not, therefore, 
look for momentary results in spiritual matters, but measure the growth of the spiritual man as the physical, 


by months, years, and decades. 


ANALYTICAL OUTLINE. 
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PART III. § 40. The presence of Jehovah. ps 
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§ 32. The earlier work of Samuel. Rea C8 § 46. The last words of David. The Davidic Dyuasty. 
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§ 33. The later work of Samuel. The gathering at § 47. The reign of Solomon. 
Mizpah. 1 Sam. 7:5-17 1 Kings 2:12; 3:1-3; 3:28; 4:1, 21; 6:1; 7:1; 8:1-11:43. 
§ 34. The anointing of Saul. § 48. The established King. Serie: 
1 Sam, 10:1, 17-25; 11:14, 15. . : ; 
§ 35. Samuel's farewell address. § 49, The characteristics of the ideal kingdom. 
; ; 1 Sam. 12: 1-25. Psalm 72, 
3.06. The rejection of Saul. 1 Sam. 15:10-31. § 50. .The union of Israel and the world. 
§ 37. The anointing of David. Psalm 45. 

AGE Traideal man PISA DE §51. The prediction of a division of the kingdom. 
Sees ; ee 1 Kings 11:26-40. 
§ 39. The removal of the Tabernacle. § 52. The division of the kingdom. 

2 Sam. 6: 1-20. 1 Kings 12:1-20. 


SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY. 


(NoTE.—The section numbers refer to the sections of the preceding Outline. The suggestions on the study of each day 
though by no means covering all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps be necessary here 
after. In later sheets the student will be thrown more upon his own responsibility.) 

Abbreviations: C., Chart; M.. Map; R. V., Revised Version of the Bible; A. V., Authorized or Old Version of the Bible; cf., 
compare; 7. e., that is; ff., following. 


First day. § 28. Read Judges 21:25, 1 Sam. 3:1, and from these verses picture to yourself the condition of 
Israel without king and without the word of the Lord. Read in this connection concerning the repeated acts 
of sin, and the punishment inflicted upon them since their occupation of the land (Judges 3:7, 8; 4:1, 2; 6:1, 2; 
13:1). Consider the results of this long period of backsliding, in their effect upon the progress of the scheme 
of deliverance. 


Second day. § 29. Read about the doings of Eli’s sons (1 Sam. 2:12-26), and consider how low the priest- 
hood must have fallen to make it possible for such things to happen. Remember, now, that at this time Israe! 
has no king, no independence ; that no divine communications are being revealed ; that the priests of the period 
have brought disgrace upon the priesthood. 


Third day. § 30. Read 1 Sam. 2:27-36, and consider (1) the reason assigned for the change in the priest- 
hood; (2) the declaration that Eli’s sons shall fall, and (3) the characteristics of the priest who shall be raised 
up (v.25). Read also 1 Kings 2: 26, 27 and note the fulfillment of the prophecy. 


Fourth day. §31. Read Hannah’s song (1 Sam. 2:1-10), and consider what is said about (1) Jehovah (vs. 
1-3); (2) his control of the world and man (vs. 4-9); (3) his treatment of the righteous and the wicked (v. 10}. 
Note also the use of the words “king” and “anointed,” in v. 10, in anticipation of a king who was to be appointed. 


Fifth day. § 32. Read the story of Samuel’s call in early life (1 Sam. 3:1-21), and note the various circum- 
stances described in the story, the clearness of the call, and the essential idea, namely, the early awakening in 
Samuel of the prophetic gift. 


Siath day. §33. Remembering that many years, in which the Israelites have been under Samuel’s guidance, 
have now passed, catch a glimpse of the later work of Samuel, as revealed in 1 Sam. 7:5-17. Note the details of 
the gathering, the summons, prayer, fasting, confession, pouring out of water, civil organization, approach of 
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Philistines, burnt offerings, the thunder, defeat. Note, further, Samuel’s position among his countrymen and 
the regular work of his office (vs. 16 and 17). In order to make the picture more vivid look up on the map the 
location of Mizpah, Ramah, and the Philistine cities. Note the close proximity of the country of the Philistines, 
and consider the ease with which they came up to the attack. 


Seventh day. §34. Read 1 Sam. 9:27, 10:1, 10:17-25, 11:1-15, and note the three ways in which Saul 
received appointment : (1) by God, in the anointing ; (2) by the people in the elosiou: the casting of lots ; (8) by 
his force of character, shown in the contest with the Ammonites. 

Eighth day. §35. Read Samuel’s farewell address (1 Sam. 12:1-25), and consider (1) Samuel’s integrity 
(vs. 1-5); (2) the people’s ingratitude (vs. 6-12); (3) the condition on which their future turns (vs. 13-18 ; (4) the 
- final warning (vs. 24,25). Keep always in mind that in all this we are studying the various steps in the history 
of the nation out of which later on was to come the Christ. 

Ninth day. §36. Read 1 Sam. 15:10-31, and consider (1) the reason for Saul’s rejection; (2) the story of 
Saul and the Amalekites (see, also, 15:1-10); (3) the significance of the great prophetic doctrine in verses 22 and 
23, namely, God desires obedience, not sacrifice ; (4) the subsequent attitude of Samuel towards Saul. 

Tenth day. §37. TRead the story of David’s anointing (1 Sam. 16:1-13.). Study the story until you can 
narrate it in your own words, and extract from it what seems to you to be the great religious teaching which it 
contains. Is this perhaps to be found in verse 7? Consider how powerful must have been the influence of the 
prophet that he should be able to depose one king and anoint another. In this connection, also, read the 
description of David given in 16:18 and note the elements of character which are there suggested. 

Eleventh day. §38. Read Ps. 8, which, although written later, seems to have been suggested by the 
experience of David’s shepherd life. Consider the position assigned to man—a little lower than God (vy. 5), the 
ruler of the world (vs. 6-8). Compare with this §1, Gen. 1:26-30, and consider whether the picture of an ideal 
man in Ps. 8 was ever fully realized until the coming of the Son of Man. 

Twelfth day. §39. Read the account of the removal of the tabernacle (2 Sam. 6:1-20), and consider the 
significance of establishing a headquarters for the religious worship of the kingdom, and how this must have 
influenced the character of this worship throughout the nation. Note, also, the features of David’s character 
which this event illustrates. 

Thirteenth day. § 40. Read Ps. 24, which is thought by many to have been written in connection with the 
removal of the ark, and note (1) that the God of Israel is the God of creation (vs.1, 2); (2) that he may be 
approached only by the pure and honest (vs. 4-6); (3) that he is represented as entering the Holy City as its 
triumphal king, here to live and reign and show his glory (vs. 7-10). Connect this wonderful prophecy of the | 
dwelling of God upon earth with §7, Gen. 9: 25-27; § 19, Ex. 35: 4-22 

Fourteenth day. § 41. Read 2 Sam. 7:11-16 and 1 Chron. 17:10-14, and compare the proposition of David 
(2 Sam. 7:2-3) to build a house for God with the proposition of God to build a house for David—that is, 
establish David’s dynasty. Consider, also, (1) the attitude which God is to assume toward this house (chastise- 
ment, if necessary, but at the same time mercy); (2) the duration of the dynasty thus established; (3) the 
fulfillment of the prophecy in Solomon and also in the whole royal line (note the word “forever” at the end of 
® Sam. 7:12, 13), but last of all in tne Messiah, 

Fifteenth day. § 42. Read the chronicle of David’s wars in 2. Sam. 8: 1-14, and consider the magnitude of 
the work of establishing a kingdom. Consult Maps II and III and note the extent of the Kingdom of David 
as compared with that of Saul. 

Sixteenth day. § 43. Read portions of Ps. 18, including the description of the king’s feelings when his 
enemies seemed about to triumph over him (vs. 4-6); the mighty acts of deliverance wrought by God (vs. 7~17); 
his victory over his enemies (vs. 35-42); his confidence in the future strength of the cause which he represents 
(vs. 43-50.) 

Seventeenth day. §44. Read Ps. 110, and try to gain an idea of the king here described who (1) is at God’s 
right hand (v. 1), (2) has Zion for his headquarters (v. 2), (3) has an army of priestly warriors (v. 3), (4) is himself 
a priest as well as a (v. 4), (5) has God to fight his battles, (6) is victorious on the field of battle (vs. 5, 6), and 
(7) follows up the defeated enemy (v.7). This picture of an ideal king fighting for and with his God is fulfilled 
in whom ? 

Eighteenth day. § 45. Read Ps. 16 as coming from one who is in danger of death, but feels that because of 
his close conection with God he will not be forsaken at death. But how was the conquest over death made 
possible ? In this groping for a future life, is there nota foreshadowing of Him who, himself trinmphing over 


death, was to give eternal life unto his people also ? = 


Nineteenth day. §46. Read the last words of David, found in 2 Sam. 23:1-7, and determine what is said 
(1) concerning the righteous ruler, (2) concerning the future of David's house, (3) concerning the wicked. 

Twentieth day. §47. From 1 Kings 2:12; 3:1-3; 3:28; 4:1, 21; 6:1; 7:1, and as much of chapters 8, 9, 10 
and 11 as it may be possible for you to read, try to gather a general conception of Solomon’s reign with special - 
reference to the temple, his wisdom, his foreign marriages, his treatment of the people. 


Twenty-first day. §48. Remembering that Ps. 110 (§ 44) represented the king as engaged in conflict, read 
Ps. 2 (written perhaps soon after the death of David, when there were murmurings and rebellion against the 
young king Solomon) in which the king is represented as established, and note (1) by whom and for what the 
king is appointed, (2) the peculiar name given him by God himself, (3) his relationship to the world, (4) what is 
involved in rebellion against him. Consider whether the picture of the king here presented is realized in 
Solomon, and how far it was realized only in David’s greater Son. 


Twenty-second day. §49. Read rapidly Ps. 72, and find six important characteristics of the future ideal 
kingdom here predicted. 

Twenty-third day. §50. Remembering that in Ps. 110 (§ 44) the king is represented as engaged in battle, 
in Ps. 2 (§ 48) as established in authority, in Ps. 72 (§ 49) as conferring blessings upon all the earth, read Ps. 45, a 
marriage song, the bride a foreign princess representing outside nations (vs. 8-13), the bridegroom an Israelitish 
king representing the divine kingdom (vs. 1-7), the marriage (vs. 14-17) representing the close connection of 
Israel with the world, the love of Israel’s king for the world, the ultimate union of Israel and the world. 


Twenty-fourth day. §51. Read the story of Abijah, 1 Kings 11:26-40, in which is predicted the division 
of the kingdom, and formulate the reasons there assigned for the division. 


Twenty-fifth day. §51. Read the story of the division after Solomon’s death, 1 Kings 11:43; 12:1-20, and 
try to realize the significance of all this for the history of the chosen people. 

Twenty-sixth day. Review section titles 28-46, and recail the facts of the history and the influence which 
seemed to control the events. Then propound to yourself the following questions: 

1. Which was the stronger in Samuel’s day, the prophet or the king ? 

2. Was not David in his work as psalmist as great a prophet as he was king, and were not the two offices 
of prophet and king evenly balanced in him? 

Twenty-seventh day. Review sections 47-51, and consider also the following questions: Was there as 
strong provhetic influence toward the end of Solomon’s reign as in the days of David? Had the monarchy 
become stronger? Was there danger that if the monarchy continued the tendencies established in Samuel’s 
time, the prophetic spirit might be crowded out? Who, in 1 Kings 11, suggested to Jeroboam that he was to 
be king of the ten tribes? 


Twenty-eighth day. Summarize some of the details of previous study under the following heads: 
(1) The significance of making Jerusalem the religious and political center of the nation. 

(2) The greater detiniteness of Jehovah’s presence as indicated in the building of the temple. 

(3) The narrowing of the line through which the expected deliverance is to come. 

(4) The closer personal relationship to God which manifests itself in David’s times. 


Twenty-ninth day. Consider the emphasis laid, in all these passages, upon the idea of the Davidic king as 
engaged in battle, victorious, the source of blessings, etc. 
Thirtieth day. Collect from the various passages the special details concerning this ideal king. What is 
said about him? What will he do? 
REVIEW QUESTIONS. 
READ CAREFULLY.— Answer questions, as far as possible, from memory. Then take your Bible and review with the 
questions in mind, revising your answers as you read.- Should you wish to work for acertificate, duplicate blanks for these 


questions will be sent on application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, IlJ., enclosing two-cent stamp. Blanks for 
the entire course will be sent at once. Any person sending in the nine papers for the year will receive a certificate. 


1. What social and religious conditions prevailed in Israel during the boyhood of Samuel? .................. 
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2. Through what judgment and what promise was a change in the character of the priesthood brought about ? 
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3. Give, in a few words, the story of Samuel’s first commission from Jehovah..........s.eeeceececseceee ever 
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6. What lesson did God teach by the rejection of Saul? Answer in the words of Samuel......... 0... 0... 000s 


7. During the reign of Saul, who had greater influence with the nation, Samuel! or Saul? Give reasons for 
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8. Relate briefly the story of the anointing of David .......... ce cee e ence ee eee eee rec cee tenner ecceeseceres 
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9, Why was the ark removed to Jerusalem ?.........cceseeevee cere ereeee seas rece reerer sere cere cess sess ence 
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10. What promises were given to David concerning his descendants ? .........e cece cece cece cece ee cece peeeeee 
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12. Make a general statement regarding the condition of the Kingdom during the reign of Solomon: 
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14. What new ideas have we gathered from this month’s study regarding the future deliverance of mankind 


from the point of view of, (a) the priesthood ? PEED ne ARENT ed NOLO oe gt 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 


N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each of the nine question sheets in the year’s 
course will receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions may be studied previously, but 
must be answered from memory. 


eee ibe comMenemoryeallet ne, blackaby pestitlesimebambp ll les caleraecte actne eleeiore ete «cc hienoerae re eae nee etree enter eee 
2 What do you consider the special weakness in the character of Saul? ......... 2... s,s eee cece ec eee eee we 
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4 What can you say of the political power of the prophetic order in Israel’s history thus far?.............. 
&, Regarding the words of the prophet as prompted by God, do the events of the history seem to you to be 

more largely the result of the purposes of God or of the actions of thespeopler’ 0.7. o oe Sone cn Wey herrea 


A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


A well known religious teacher has said in public, on more than one occasion, that perhaps too much 
emphasis has been laid upon Bible study. In these days, as he expressed it, one does not need to read and 
study the Bible in order to become familiar with Bible truth. One is really coming into contact with the Bible, 
when he reads the better ciass of novels. Our entire civilization is throughout influenced by biblical teaching 
and, whether we will or not, one is thus brought into contact with the Bible. Consequently, if one does 
not take pleasure in reading the Bible itself, he need not feel that he is therefore failing short of performing 
his duty. If he prefers, let him read the ordinary literature of the day. 

Such a representation, it must be confessed, seems to be erroneous and misleading. If, now, a tenth part 
of that which many of us believe concerning the origin and character of the biblical records is true, there 
attaches to these records a value incomparably greater than any which may be ascribed to ordinary literature. 
Even if our ideas concerning the divine origin of these books should not be accepted, how can any one fail to 
recognize the tremendous influence exerted by these documents upon the history of the world and upon its 
thinking through many centuries. If no other reason existed for a careful examination of this old literature, 
it would be enough that it is a literature which stands today in all its glory and with all its strength, while 
other literatures have come and gone with the generations. The very fact that the books which one picks up 
on every side contain the same truths, is an additional reason why every intelligent man, especially if he be a 
Christian, should come into the closest touch with the books which have furnished the sources of all this later 
literature, and which are its fountain head. Indeed, one cannot understand this literature as a whole, or the 
thousands of allusions which it contains to biblical literature without knowing the biblical literature itself. 
From every point of view, therefore, it is incumbent upon the man who wishes to be intelligent in respect to 
the religion which is the nominal religion of the country in which he lives to know, whatever else he may or 
may not know, the Bible. ; 

The difficulty, after all, lies chiefly in the fact that most of us exhaust our energies in discussing the 
desirability of Bible study. If a fair proportion of the time occupied by teachers and pupils in an effort to 
show or to learn how to study the Bible, were employed in actual study, the results would be immeasurably 
greater. The country is filled with what is called normal work —a work which, as generally conducted, may be 
prosecuted through all time without securing practical results of any considerable value. Why? Because the 
main characteristic of such work is the emphasis placed upon theory. It leads its adherents to learn about the 
Bible rather than to learn the Bible. It will at once be conceded that rather than learn nothing, to learn 
about the Bible is desirable. But to substitute this knowledge for direct knowledge of the Bible, and to permit 
those who engage in the work thus to deceive themselves, is a great mistake. Let us teach those whose study 
we guide to engage in the practical work of securing a real and, so far as it goes, a thorough, knowledge of the 
facts presented in the Bible and the truths connected with these facts. If this be done, we may be confident 
that the mysterious influence which has made this sacred collection a power in the world’s history wherever it 
has been known, will continue to exert itself in the minds and hearts of those who are thus brought into vital 
connection with it. Why are so few of us deeply interested in this great record? Because we have satisfied 
ourselves with playing about upon the surface of it ; because we have never made it our real business to know 
it. How, now, can we most easily persuade the rank and file of the Christian churches to undertake this thing 
asa business? By insisting that it is the duty of every Christian to know at least something for himself of 
that which furnishes him the foundation of his faith, and which he has accepted before the world as an 
authoritative guide in matters of practical life. May any class of men and women be excused from this 
obligation? No. The man who asks to be excused ought to see that he is virtually asking to remain in igno- 
rance of that which is most vital. He is like a traveler who decides to go to a far distant city, and proposes to 
make the journey without receiving from anyone directions concerning the route over which he is to travel, 
veIne satisfied to have here and there a stray notice of the journey without consulting for himself the official 
zuide. 

The duty of practical study and of actual acquisition rest without doubt, first of all upon the minister. 
But the laity are not altogether free from responsibility in this matter. Indeed, it may be said that here the 
most important questions arise. How can the business man, or the woman with household cares upon her, 
find time in the midst of other duties to do even the minimum of work which might be regarded as sufficient. 
No dogmatic answer may be given to this question, but suggestions may be made which possibly are worthy of 
consideration : 

1. The time given to such work, even though small, should be employed, as indicated above to the best 
advantage. This means that it will be occupied in work of a character which will bring results. 

2. If in legitimate ways enthusiasm can be aroused, and a genuine interest in the work secured, the work 
accomplished in any given period will be far greater. Results depend very largely, not upon the amount of 
time devoted to a given thing, but to the spirit with which the work is undertaken. Indifference is a deadly 
thing. Enthusiasm fires the heart and quickens the mind. 

3. If, now, real interest exists, one will find it possible to devote to this thing many a minute, many a half 
hour which would have been employed otherwise, or which would have been altogether lost. It is amazing 
how much time one may secure for that in which he is really interested: Sacrifice may often be necessary, but 
of eh consequence is that, if in the end good comes. Concentration of mind and effort is the one thing 
needful. 

It is a mistake, we maintain, to suppose that there is any book or set of books, the study of which may be 
substituted for that of the Bible. The obligation is a universal one to know this book of books as we know no 
other book. Let us not therefore begrudge the moments and even the hours which we may spend in genuine 


study of the Bible and let us diligently seek to imbue others with the same spirit of earnestness and desire 
for knowledge. 


ANALYTICAL OUTLINE. 


PART IV. 
FORESHADOWINGS FROM THE TIMES OF THE EARLIER 
PROPHETS. 


The kings of the first century after the division. 
1 Kings 13.33, 34; 15:25, 26; 15:33,34; 16:8-10, 
12-14, 22, 24-28, 29-33. 
Elijah’s work. 


Elijah’s ascension. 
The work of Elisha. 


Other prophets of these times. 

1 Kings 13:11; 14:2; 18:4; 19:14; 18:19; 22:6. 
The Schools of the Prophets. 

2 Kings 2:3, 5, 7,15; 4:1, 38; 6:1-7. 


$53. 


§ 54. 
§ 5D. 
§ 56. 
§ 57. 


1 Kings 17, 18, 19. 
2 Kings 2:1-17. 
2 Kings 3, 4, 5. 


§ 58, 


§ 59. The affliction of locusts and drought in the days 
of Joel. 
Joel 1:1-2:11. 
§ 60. The temporal promises given Israel. 
Joel 2:18-27, 
§ 61. The promise of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. 
Joel 2:28, 29. 
§ 62. The threat of the coming judgment. 
Joel 2:30-3:21, 
§ 63. The reigns of Uzziah and Jeroboam II. 


2 Kings 14: 23-27, 
The deliverance of Jonah’s companions, — the 
sailors. 


§ 64, 


Jonah 1:1-16. 
§ 65, The deliverance of Jonah. 
Jonah 1:17-2:10. 
The deliverance of the inhabitants of Nineveh. 


Jonah 3:1-10. 


§ 66. 


§ 67. The fundamental basis for these acts of deliverance. 
Jonah 4:1-11. 
§ 68. The message of Amos concerning the judgment 
of Jehovah. 


The sins of Israel, 
Amos 3:9, 10; 4:1; 5:10-13; 6:3-6. 


Amos 1:1-2:16, 
§ 69. 


§70. The punishments which Jehovah has already 


sent upon Israel for her sins. 
by os F Amos 4: 6-13. 
§ 71. Visions of destruction. 
Amos 7:1-9. 
Further visions and sermons of destruction. 


Amos 8:1-14; 9:1-10. 


The rebuilding of David’s house. 
Amos 9:11-15. 


§ 72. 


§ 73. 


§ 74. The last days of Israel. 


2 Kings 14:28, 29; 15:8-31; 17:1, 24, 41. 


§ 75. The immorality of the land in these days. 


Hosea 4:1-19. 


§ 76. The sinfulness of Baal worship; the relation of 
Israel to Judah; foreign alliances. 


Hosea 8:1-14. 


§ 77. The great love of God for Israel. 
Hosea 2:14-28; 11:1-11 
§ 78. The future restoration of Israel. 
Hosea 1:10-2:1; 2:19, 20, 21,22; 6:1-3; 11:8-11; 


13:14; 14:1-5. 


Note.—In the analytical outline, the section titles printed /n 
black type indicate the direct line of foreshadowings, while 
those in ordinary type present the historical background and 
the intervening events. 


SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY. 


(Notr.—The section numbers refer to the sections of the preceding Outline. The suggestions on the study of each day- 
though by no means covering all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps be necessary here- 
after. In later sheets the student will be thrown more upon his own responsibility. 


Abbreviations: C., Chart; M., Map; R.V., Revised Version of the Bible; A.V., Authorized or Old Version of the Bible; cf., com- 
pare; i.e., thas is; ff., following. 


First day. §53. Read the passages cited under § 53 and, comparing them with the Chart, make a list of 
eight kings who ruled over Northern Israel for about ninety years after the division of the kingdom, and note 
the character of their reigns. Compare also on the Chart the names of the four kings who reigned during this 
period over Judah. Consider in the light of these statements the condition of Northern Israel at the beginning 
of Elijah’s work. 

Second day. §54. Read as much as you are able of 1 Kings 17, 18, 19, including, at all events, 18:17-19:4, 
noting (1) the character of the contest, and (2) the small number of the followers of Jehovah. 

Third day. §55. Read 2 Kings 2:1-17 and compare the “fiery end” of Elijah with his “fiery life.” Con. 
sider his work as a reformer; his simplicity; singleness of aim; thoroughness of action and severity of spirit, 
and compare his work for Israel with that of Samuel. 

Fourth day. §56. Read as much as you are able of 2 Kings 3, 4, 5, and, if possible, make a list of twelve 
or more of the important acts of Elisha. Consider the contrast between Hlisha and Elijah; the spirit of tolera- 
tion and catholicity exhibited by the former. 

Fifth day. $57. Read the passages cited under §57 and determine whether there were many or few 


prophets living in this period and the various classes in which these prophets may be arranged. 
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Sixth day. §58. Read the passages under § 58 and formulate a statement concerning the schools of the 
prophets, their location, the number of students, and the life of the students. Are we to suppose that these 
schools were like ministers’ institutes, or like theological seminaries? Compare 1 Samuel 10:10; 19:24, con- 
cerning similar schools in Samuel’s times. 

Seventh day. Remembering (1) that, stirred up by the prophets, Northern Israel revolted at the death of 
Solomon; (2) that the prophets of the first century after the division are found chiefly in the north, 
cooperating with or struggling against the monarchy (new dynasties being established by the prophets) ; (3) 
that in the southern kingdom the monarchy is in control and little is said by the prophets. Ask yourself this 
question, How did the inhabitants of the north, who have revolted from the Davidic house, understand the 
promises concerning the Messiah which had been made by Goa to David ? 

Eighth day. § 59. Having in mind the days of young Jehoash when Jehoiada was the priest, read Joel 
1:1-2:11 and note the terrible affliction of locusts which came upon the country, accompanied by the drought. 
Consider how the prophet Joel regarded this affliction and the suggestions which he made to the people, 
2:12-17. Note particularly the two afflictions. 

Ninth day, § 60. Read Joel 2:18-20 and consider the first promise made, that the locusts shall be removed. 
Read still further 2 : 21-27 and note the second promise, the pouring out of rain, and the consequent prosperity. 
Consider now how exactly these two temporal promises correspond to the afflictions which have been sent 
upon the people. 

Tenth day. § 61. Remembering that the work of the prophet was, after all, spiritual rather than temporal, 
read Joel 2: 28,29, and note the spiritual blessing which he assures the people will be poured out upon them 
in some future time. Study the characteristics of these promises and note that the pouring out of the spirit 
corresponds to the pouring out of rain. 

Eleventh day. § 62. Read rapidly Joel 2:30-3:21 and note the threat of an impending judgment which is 
to come upon all nations, in which other nations shall perish, while the inhabitants of Jerusalem shall escape. 
Consider how accurately this taking away of Israel’s enemies, the enemies of God, corresponds to the taking 
away of the locusts. 

Twelfth day. Recall now the condition of Judah in Joel’s time, afflicted by locusts and drought. 
Connect with this situation (1) the two temporal promises according to which the locusts shall be removed 
and rain shall be poured out in abundance. Now notice how beautifully the prophet has arisen beyond the 
temporal to the spiritual and announces the pouring out of the Spirit of God in some future time, and the 
punishment which will come upon all who do not know and fear the true God. Consider the fulfillment of this 
double prediction (1) in the religious revivals of New Testament times, especially on the Day of Pentecost, and 
(2) in the terrible judgments which have been inflicted upon nation after nation because of their hostilities to 
the principles of divine government. Consider once more that the highest fulfillment of this promise must 
be found in the New Testament kingdom. 

Thirteenth day. § 63. Read2 Kings 14 : 23-29; 15: 1-7, and consider (1) the great political prosperity of this 
period, the territory of Israel being more extended than ever before; (2) the great moral and religious deca- 
dence, both countries reaching a depth of degradation hitherto unknown. 

Fourteenth day. § 64. Read 2 Kings, 14:25, and note the relation of Jonah to Jeroboam II., understanding 
that Jonah goes to Ninevah primarily for the purpose of doing something which will exert a reflex influence 
upon his wicked countrymen. Read Jonah 1:1-16 and notice that his companions, the wicked and the super- 
stitious sailors, when they turned to God, were delivered. 

Fifteenth day. § 65. Read Jonah 1:17-2:10 and notice that Jonah himself, the wilful and disobedient 
prophet, when he turns to God in penitence, is delivered. 

Sixteenth day. §66. Read Jonah 3:1-10 and notice that the cruel and licentious Assyrians, the tyrants of 
the ancient world, Israel’s most dreaded enemies, when they turn in penitence to Jehovah, are delivered, 
notwithstanding the prophet’s prediction of their destruction. 

Seventeenth day. § 67. Remembering now that, when the sailors repented, they were delivered; when 
Jonah repented he was delivered; when the Ninevites repented they were delivered ; ask yourself the question, 
How can all this happen? Then read Jonah 4:1-11, especially verses 10 and 11, and note that these things are 
possible because of the wonderful love of God, presented in this chapter in striking contrast with Jonah’s 
contemptible meanness. 

Eighteenth day. § 68. Remembering that Amos lived in the days of this same King Jeroboam (see Amos 
7:10-17), read his message concerning the coming of Jehovah’s judgment upon the nations around about Israel. 
Amos 1:1-2:5 and upon Israel herself, 2: 6-16. 

Nineteenth day. § 69. If you wish to know the sins of which Israel was guilty, read Amos 3:9, 10; 4:1; 
5:10-13; 6:3-6. Make a list of these sins. 
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Twentieth day. § 70. Read Amos 4:6-13 and note the warnings which Jehovah had already sent and 
which have been disregarded, namely, famine (v. 6), drought (vs. 7, 8), the destruction of fruit trees (v.09), 
pestilence (v. 10), destruction of cities (v.11). Compare with these Amos 3:7, which tells us that God never 
sends punishment without a previous warning. 

Twenty-first day. §71. Read the three visions of Amos concerning the coming destruction, namely, 
locusts (7: 1-3), fire (7: 4-6), plumbline (7:8, 9), and notice that in the last of the three, God will no longer repent, 
but will bring destruction upon the house of Jeroboam. Read again the story of the interruption of the 
prophet’s work in 7: 10-17. 

Twenty-second day. § 72. Read the fourth and fifth visions of destruction, 8:1, 2 and 9:1, and note that 
after the interruption the prophet preaches a sermon in connection with each vision, namely, 8:3-14, the vision 
of the summer fruit, 9:2-10, the vision of the broken altar. 

Twenty-third day. § 73. Remembering now that every word thus far uttered by Amos has been a threat, 
read the closing words of promise (9:11-16), in which he predicts (1) the rebuilding of David’s house, (2) the 
reéstablishing of his kingdom upon the old territory, (3) bountiful harvests, (4) the restoration of Israel from 
captivity into which they are to be carried, (5) their reéstablishment in their own land. 

Twenty-fourth day. § 74. Read the text indicated and note the turbulent character of the last days of 
northern Israel. 

Twenty-fifth day. § 75. Read Hosea 4:1-19 and try to gain a conception of the immorality and corruption 
of Israel at this time, encouraged as it was by the leaders. 

Twenty-sixth day. § 76. Read Hosea 8:1-14 and note what the prophet says concerning the idolatry of the 
time, that is, Baal worship, the sin of the separation of Israel from Judah and the sin of making alliances with 
foreign nations. 

Twenty-seventh day. § 77. Read Hosea 11:1-11 and learn from the figure of father and child the love of 
God for Israel. Read also Hosea 2:14-23 and notice how the same great thought is expressed in the figure of 
husband and wife. Remember that the idea of love is the fundamental idea of Hosea’s preaching, as would be 
apparent from a rapid reading of the book as a whole. 

Twenty-eighth day. § 78. Read the passages cited and note that although the prophet has in mind for the 
immediate future a calamity which shall serve as punishment for Israel’s sins, he sees beyond this calamity the 
restoration and prosperity of Israel. 

Twenty-ninth day. Try to connect the work of the four prophets with the fundamental teaching of each, 
namely, Joel—Pouring out of the Spirit ; Jonah—Repentance will bring deliverance, because of the love of 
God; Amos—Destruction is surely coming, but the house of David will be rebuilt; Hosea—In spite of Israel’s 
many sins, God still loves her. Make an effort also to group the thoughts of all these prophets around three 
heads: (1) Israel’s great wickedness, (2) her destruction by Assyria as a punishment for this wickedness, (3) her 
future restoration because of God’s great love for her. 

Thirtieth day. Try now to picture to yourself the historical background of the period which we have 
studied, and ask yourself (1) is there as much reference to the future messianic kingdom as you expected? (2) 
Did the prophets’ words in every case seem to be intended for the people to whom they were uttered? (3) Did 
the prophets give the larger share of their attention to the promises concerning the future, or to expres- 
sions on account of the sinfulness of the present? (4) Is there not, however, in the case of each prophet 
an insight into the future, and does he not hold up the picture of this future in order to encourage the down. 
cast of his day? (5) Is not the fact that within a short time Assyria conquers Northern Israel a fulfillment of 
these predictions? (6) Did the prophet expect the introduction of the messianic kingdom immediately after 
the Assyrian invasion, or does he leave the matter entirely indefinite? (7) Was the ideal time described in 
these promises ever really fulfilled before the coming of Jesus Christ ? 


REVIEW QUESTIONS. 
READ CAREFULLY.—Answer questions, as far as possible, from memory. Then take your Bible and review with the questions 
in mind, revising your answers as youread. Should you wish to work for a certificate, duplicate blanks for these questions will be 


sent on application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, Ill., enclosing two-cent stamp. Blanks for the entire course 
will be sent at once. Any person sending in nine sheets for the year will receive a certificate. 


1. Quote a frequently repeated expression which characterized the records concerning the Kings of Israel 
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2. In what did EBlijah’s work as a reformer consist? ................- SCRAP EL Ie Tm a, ate be GC A we 


Pid be, we) versie a ceLeletee’@ aes) sie: ease, bie s sale « we ee\ ee] e)/e1e-i6ie) 010\5) 810.6) ello nvirelio)0 6-6, -9797/9/(6) 6, ele 1e.mle) a) 610/616) 6710701 818)| (91.0) 010 UeheLeremenel<tylsi0) C18) Le 1OkeL SR Ohe) O18) sisi © LCuel a, 


oe Oa Whe ele. 6) eas 6ilete 7s) 6 (0/00 6.9 16 0.6, 0:16) olin 1s) 018610 (0 Slate 916.” (ele ele! 610 00s 0106.9) 610 eo le§ elig, eLe |e 8). se 610) 0 (0) * 016.4 cele, oie 168\e Suelo) eeu sis esis sheds) (sis) s ten alesseesas, 


ere eee es Cece wees re eee E eee Oe eeeE EET HE EHH HEHE EH EEE HEHE HOH EE EHEHEE HEHEHE TH HE SEES OHS HEHEHE oe ee Hoos See e 


Pees ce ee meee cece ee reese se Oe FOE SEH HHO OEE ETOH EHD OHHH EET OEE HEE TORE HOHE OH SEH ESE HE OE COE SOLE Oe BEES FOES 


OOo 06 oe 60 8 8 88 oe OO Oe POE OO 8H OOOO OO OOOH SH HELE OHDE HOCH CEOS PHL e SORE DOSE HC SE sO oe CEES OHH SD FON POS C O00 DOOD 


CO e coos Cece OHS HOE Oe HOH HEHEHE FOE CHEE SESE SEES SHS SESE HOSE DELETE DES OOS EH OOH BO eT Oo eee OER E eset eseeseee 


SOOO ooo woes COCO HCO Oe CEO FOO OES OHS HOOe CHOSE HEHE SHOT DOSE HOSE CHER OODLE LOSS OOO SOOO SO: CHOtSSer oeeese 


016/676) > a,» 018,60 10 10 ¢ 0.0 © 16; 0/0100; 04 0) 6) 0 0\\0)0: 2 61.0.0) 01.8 0.0, 6014.0 6 0, 06,6100 0] 0's © 0] s\ * «ee e108; 0h¢ 0) 0),0 00 06 61s 010s 0160/0 6 4]\0 ea sie se is 
Ce er a aes 


selec lé)elieys 6.6 0.6 e260 08 fe (610, 06. 0 © 6 0 0-618 6 0000 een 6) 60 010.00 0 0 010.0 0\0/ 619 0, v0) ble; © of6 0) 001m \s 014, 6'e © 8 1016 0) 6.0 6106 0 0)0 6 0160s © «9 4.80 6 6 leteiéle pie les) uel ee 


3. Through the experience of what prophet of this period is taught the lesson of the forgiving love of God 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 
N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each of the nine question sheets in the year’s 
course will receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions may be studied previously, but 
must be answered from memory. 


1. What is your idea of the Schools of the Prophets ?........-... 0. --eesesc cesses cect eretene cece tooe cece tees 


2. Do Amos and Hosea predict anything beyond punishment and destruction? If so, whatis it?..... ...... 
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3. Do you think that the final restoration of Israel was, in the mind of the prophet, a temporal or a spiritual 
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4. If temporal, how has it been fulfilled? How, if spiritual? Could it have been in the mind of the prophet 
a restoration to temporal power and at the same time in the plan of God the establishment of a spiritual 
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B-3 


A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


Do we ever stop to think of our personal religious beliefs, and the sources from which we have derived 
them? Is not the subject one which occasionally should receive our attention? I have in mind particularly 
the second part of the question. Whatever may be our religious beliefs, where do we get them? It is evident, 
of course, that they do not come into the world with us. What are the possible sources from which they may 
come, and in what proportion have they come from each of these sources ? 

1. May we say that a certain portion of that which we believe concerning God and his relation to the 
world, has come to us in an imperceptible way out of our childhood environment? This would mean that, in 
connection with other conceptions which have gradually come to us as our minds have grown through the 
stage of childhood, certain religious conceptions have also found their place and been accepted without question. 
These, clearly, would be the conceptions of those about us—our parents, our friends, and, to some extent, our 
neighbors. How much of our stock of religious opinion has its origin in this way? While a definite answer 
may not be given to this question, perhaps an approximate answer may be obtained. This portion of our 
religious belief is something which has come to us in the same way as have the simplest ideas concerning life. 
It can hardly be said that it came by teaching, for certainly no formal teaching was employed. It was taken 
for granted. Not a question was raised. It came from the father or the mother, just as so many things 
came, which entered into that early life and thought. Of course, these conceptions were childish in their 
nature; they could not be otherwise. The heaven talked about was something which we could understand as 
children. It must, therefore, have been a very crude conception. The same thing may be said of all the 
others. They were just such thoughts about God and our relation to him asa child could appreciate. Now 
that we have grown up, it is fair to raise the question, how much of our present religious belief is, after all, 
just that same childish belief which came to us in the period of childhood before it was possible really to 
think upon these matters. In other words, have we grown into larger conceptions, or are we still living in the 
little child’s environment? Hach one must answer this question for himself. 

Supposing that we are able to distinguish between our present position and that of the child, or, in other 
words, supposing that we have grown, it is possible, perhaps, to account for the growth in three ways. New 
beliefs have come to us, and the childish beliefs have been modified as the result of (1) experience, (2) formal 
instruction, (3) the study of the Holy Scriptures. These three sources may not always be kept distinct, but 
they may be considered separately. 

2. Growth from experience. The deepest religious convictions are, in all probability, those which are 
rooted in the experiences of life. No one, for example, can understand the religious side of life who has not 
been called upon to suffer. At the same time, the prevailing opinion that religious feeling must always be 
associated with the sadder and sterner phases of life is a great mistake. As the nation passes througu the 
different stages from barbarism up to civilization, each step forming the basis upon which the next step shall 
be taken, so the individual passes through the different experiences of life and finds himself at each stage 
looking back to those that have preceded, building his new conceptions upon the experience of the preceding 
stages. In each of these transitions one’s religious ideas ordinarily suffer change to a greater or less extent. 
As familiarity with the phases of life grows greater, and as thought on the responsibilities of life grows more 
definite, one’s religious opinions are adjusted; that is, they are enlarged, their horizon is broadened. It is 
therefore inevitable that, as one goes deeper, he must re-establish foundations which shall be stronger 
and broader. ; 4 

3. Growth through direct teaching. This is something which many never receive. Those who have been 
more fortunate will trace much of their religious opinion to the direct teaching which was received in the 
family, in the school, or in the church, Perhaps in these days the amount of direct religious teaching is not 
so great as in former days; but some of us remember very distinctly the catechism which we were required to 
memorize and to repeat from week to week on Sunday afternoons. Some of us also recall that in our regular 
school work a certain time was reserved for direct teaching of a religious or ethical character. In most cases 
this was associated with the Bible. In the days when most of us were children it was customary to go to 
church, and it was expected that the children of the family as well as the adult members should be in regular 
attendance. It is possible, therefore, for many in those days to ascribe their religious opinions to direct teach- 
ing; while for those who are children today, in the future years this may be impossible. The catechism is no 
longer required even where the family life is distinctly religious. The public schools no longer permit the 
Bible to be read, and in many quarters it is hardly expected that the adult members of the family, not to speak 
of the children, shall attend the Sunday religious service. However that may be, we may ask ourselves today 
how much of that which we held as an essential part of our religious belief, has come to us from this kind of 
teaching in one form or another ? : 

4. There remains the more specific and more tangible source, namely, the study of the Bible. To what 
extent are we personally and directly indebted to the Scriptures for the opinions which we hold? Is it here 
that we have found the formulation of our beliefs in so far as we have formulated them? Do we not readily 
perceive that outside of certain indefinite impressions the real content of our religious faith has had its roots 
in scripture story, and has found its expression in scripture language? Is it not true that, roughly speaking, 
ninety per cent. or more of the content of our religious belief has come to us directly or indirectly from the 
Sacred Scriptures? I may not here take space to illustrate the origin of these different beliefs, but whether 
we think of them from the point of view of childhood or of manhood, whether we hold them as connected 
with historical event or as formulated in abstract creed, is it not from the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament that we have in large measure obtained whatever we have of religious faith? _ 

If this is true, even if it is only half true, what follows? Two things: (1) the recognition of the fact that 
in this collection of sacred books there will be found material which, if rightly appreciated, will give us 
stronger foundations for religious life and higher visions of spiritual truth than any we have yet possessed ; 
and (2) that there rests upon each one of us the definite obligation to find and to appropriate this material, 
and so to secure possession of these larger blessings. 


ANALYTICAL OUTLINE. 


PART V. § 88. The judgments which have been sent upon Israel 
FORESHADOWINGS FROM THE TIMES OF ISAIAH. for her sins, but without. effect. 
Isa. 5: 25; 9: 8-10: 4. 
§79. The reigns of Uzziah and Jotham in Judah. § 89. The reign of Ahaz, son of Jotham, in Judah. 
2 Kings 15:1-7, 32-38. i 2 Kings 16: 1-20. 
§ 80. The reigns of Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, § 90. The reign of Hoshea. 


Z : 2 Kings 17: 1-23. 
Tomalial 3nd Boban 1a Israel. : ioe §91. The invasion of Judah by Pekah and Rezin. 
eee Isaiah’s prophecy of the destruction of Judah, 


Soe Sauerones peepee ioe and in connection with this, the prediction of 


§ 82. The sins of the people, which are the occasion of the birth of the child whose name shall be called 
the impending destruction. Immanuel. iy Tit ae 
§ 83. The Nidiise eee d nt ies cian h § 92. The birth of another child is foretold; the certain 
; 5 “Isa. 671-13. coming of Assyria, but the promise of God’s 
§ 84. The exaltation of the true religion. presence. 
Isa. 2:2-4. Micah 4:1-5. 1: é Isa. 8: 1-15. 
§ 85. The humiliation of Israel which will precede the § 93. The prediction of light out of darkness and of the 
eriod of ideal peace. child that is yet to be born. 
R : Isa. 2:6-22; 3:1-4:1. 283; PER ee 
§ 86. The day of restoration, prosperity, purification, $94. Isaiah’s prophecy of the fall of Samaria. 
and protection. Isa. 28: 1-29, 
: Isa. 4:2-6. Nore.—In the preceding outline, the section titles printed in 
§ 87. The bad fruit of the vineyard planted by Jeho- black type indicate the direct line of foreshadowings, while 
vah. those in ordinary type present the historical background and 


Isa. 5: 1-24, the intervening events. 


SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR SLODY: 


Notse.—The section numbers refer to the sections of the preceding Outline. The suggestions on the study of each day, 
though by no means covering all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps be necessary 
hereafter. In later sheets the student will be thrown more upon his own responsibility. 


Abbreviations: C., Chart; M., Map; R. V., Revised Version of the Bible; A. V., Authorized or Old Version of the Bible; cf., 
compare; i. e., that is. 


First day. Find on the chart the names of *Uzziah and Jotham, kings of Judah, and note the dates. 
At the same time read the passages cited under §79 and consider the condition of Judah during this period. 


Second day. Find on the chart the names mentioned in §80. Note how short these reigns are in com- 
parison with those of the kings of Judah. Read the passage cited in §80, and determine the general condition 
of things in Samaria at this time. 

Third day. Recall the facts (1) that Amos predicted a destruction to come upon Israel from the nation 
Assyria; (2) that Jonah made his journey to the capital of the Assyrian empire, Nineveh. Note Isaiah’s similar 
anticipation of acoming judgment, to which reference is made in the passages cited under §81, and keep weil in 
mind the fact that Isaiah's utterances are from the beginning made in view of this impending calamity. 

Fourth day. Remember that there must have been in the mind of the prophet an occasion for this judg- 
ment from heaven, and endeavor to discover this occasion from the reading of the passages cited in $82. 


Fifth day. Recall, now, the work of the preceding days, and formulate for yourself a statement covering 
the following topics: (1) The kings of Judah and Israel in this period, and their general character. Was it 
good, or bad? (2) The various sins of which the people of the timesare accused by the prophet; (3) the nature 
of the impending calamity which is to come upon them on account of their sins. Now fix in mind still further 
that in the midst of these circumstances Isaiah, a young man of twenty or twenty-two years, began to preach. 


Sixth day. Read Isaiah 6: 1-13, noting, (1) the date and circumstances of this inaugural vision (6:1); (2) 
what the prophet saw and _ heard (6: 1-3); (3) the effect of the vision upon the building as he viewed it and upon 
the prophet himself (6: 4, 5); (4) the purification of the prophet and his offer to go and preach (6: 6-8); (5) the 
terrible commission given him (6: 9, 10); (6) how long this condition of things was to continue (6: 11-13). 

Seventh day. Remembering that Isaiah and Micah were contemporaries, read the sermon on the exaltation 
of Jehovah’s mountain given by both of them in almost the same words, §84. Note the differences, and 
consider (1) that the “mountain of the Lord’s house” must mean the Jehovah religion; (2) the time when this 
shall be exalted; (3) the feeling of the people in reference to it; (4) the picture of peace, war-like weapons 
having been destroyed. Was this ever realized in the days of Israel or Judah? Is not the prophet looking 
forward to a time subsequent to the invasion of Assyria when there shall have come a time of ideal peace? 
Was this vision ever realized before the coming of the Christ ? 


* Azariah in the text. 


Eighth day. Consider (§85) in contrast with the promised exaltation, the humiliation which shall pre- 
cede it on account of the idolatry and luxury of the people (2: 6-11); a humiliation which shall come (1) upon 
nature and inanimate objects which have led Israel astray (2: 2-21); (2) upon the men who have misguided 
Tsrael (2: 22-3: 15); (3) upon the women whose pride and vanity have brought ruin upon the nation (3: 16-4: 1), 

_ Ninth day. Recall the prophet’s description of the calamity just studied, and (1) in contrast with the 

picture of ruin and desolation (3 : 23, 26) note the picture of harvests and prosperity in the time that is to come 
(4:2); (2) in contrast with the corrupt and debauched people of the times (3:9, 14, 15), the holy character 
of every one living in Jerusalem, and purification resulting from the judgment (4:3, 4); (3) in contrast with a 
country deserted by Jehovah on account of its sins, the presence and protecting favor of Jehovah in the midst 
of his people (4:5, 6). 
__ Lenth day. Remember, now, that in the prophet’s mind there is (1) a present full of misery and luxury, 
idolatry and. sin; (2) there is an immediate future in which Israel shall be punished most severely for her 
idolatry and apostasy by the invasion of Assyria,; (3) a more distant future, following the invasion, in which 
there shall be a remnant, prosperous and holy, inviolable. Consider, now, whether both passages, viz., Isa. 
2:2-4, and 4:2-6, do not refer to this more distant future, and also raise the question whether this more distant 
future, however the prophet may have regarded it, was not, after all, the Messianic time. What other time in 
Israel's history could it have been? 

Eleventh day. Consider once more the peculiar relationship of God to the people of Israel. Had he not 
selected them in a special way to do his work for the world? Consider how, in figurative language, Israel is a 
vineyard planted by Jehovah, who does for it everything possible, and naturally expects it to bear good fruit 
(5 :1-7). Note, however, the various kinds of bad fruit which, as a matter of fact, the vineyard (that is, Israel) 
did bear: (1) monopoly (5:8-10); (2) drunkenness and debauchery (5:11-17); (3) skepticism (5:18, 19); (4) 
moral blindness (5:20); (5) headlong audacity (5:21); (6) bribery and corruption (5: 22, 23). 

Twelfth day. Has God ever sent judgments upon his people to turn them from their sins? Read, under 
§ 88, about (1) the earthquake (5: 25); (2) loss of territory to other nations (9 :8-12); (3) war and defeat (9: 13-17); 
(4) internal anarchy and confusion (9: 18-21); (5) threat of capture (10:1-4); and note the ever-recurring refrain 
at the end of each of these paragraphs, “for all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched 
out still.” What, now, shall Jehovah do to bring his people to a realization of their sins? Can he longer 
endure their indifference? No. ‘He will lift up an ensign to the nations from afar,” etc., etc. Read 5: 26-30. 
What is this last and final threat? The Assyrian invasion. Note closely the description of “the rapid advance,” 
“the compact array,” “the unerring aim,” “the iron grasp,” “the irresistible shock,” “the impenetrable dark- 
ness.’ 

Thirteenth day. Read § 89, and note the character of the reign of Ahaz; likewise the principal events, 
especially (1) the capture of Damascus by the Assyrian king, which occurred 732 B. C. (2 Kings 16:9); (2) the 
building of the great altar (16: 11-16). : 

Fourteenth day. Read §90, the account of the reign of Hoshea (2 Kings 17:1-23), and note (i) the charac- 
ter of the reign (17:2), and (2) the capture of Samaria by the Assyrian king, 722 B. C, (17: 3-6), and especially 
the reasons assigned for the destruction of the city (17: 7-23). 

Fifteenth day. Going back, now, to a date 737 or 738 B. C., five years before the destruction of Samaria, 
read the account of (1) the confederacy of Syria and Israel against Judah (Isa. 7:1, 2), in order to compel Judah 
to join a triple alliance against the Assyrians; (2) Isaiah’s first interview with Ahaz (7:3-9), in which his son, 
Shear-jashub, plays a part, and in which words of encouragement are given to Ahaz. Does Ahaz accept them? 
No. Consequently there follows (3) a second interview with Ahaz (7:10-17), in which the prophet offers a sign 
that his statement will come true; the king refuses. Then Jehovah himself will give a sign: behold a maiden 
shall conceive, etc., etc. (vs. 14-17); and note that before this child shall be old enough to refuse evil and choose 
the good (viz., six or seven years old), Syria and Israel shall be laid waste (v.16). This happened when Damas- 
cus was destroyed, 732 B.C. Read still further the four descriptions of desolation and waste given in chap. 
7 :18-25. 

Sixteenth day. Remembering that the prophet has predicted the birth of a child who shall not reach the 
age of six or seven before Assyria shall lay waste Syria and Israel, read, under §91, Isa. 8: 1-4, in which the 
birth of another child is foretold, and note that before this second child is able to say “my father,” “my 
mother,” that is, before he is two years of age, Syria and Israel shall be carried away before the king of Assyria. 
Note still further the assurance from the prophet in 8:5-10, that God will be with the people, although Assyria 
is surely coming, and the injunction not to comply with the popular demand to unite with Assyria, but to trust 
rather in Jehovah of hosts (8:11-15). 

Seventeenth day. At last the Assyrian army has come; it is a day of darkness and despair; Damascus has 
been laid waste (732 B. C.), and the northern tribes have been carried into captivity (2 Kings 16:9). Note (1) 
the prophet’s prayer (Isa. 8: 16-18), uttered in the increasing darkness, that his message may be preserved and 
accomplish its purpose; (2) his warning (8:19, 20) not to resort to necromancy, but to trust in God; (3) his 
description of the darkness, distress, and anguish which follow the destruction of Samaria and the carrying 
into captivity of the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali (8:21, 22). At such a time, the news having reached Jeru- 
salem, every one in the city being panic-stricken, Isaiah preaches and, according to his method, depicts a 
future in striking contrast with the present. Note how, in this future period, (1) Zebulun and Naphtali, now 
dishonored, shall be glorified (9:1); (2) how, instead of the present darkness, there shall be light (9:2); (3) how, 
instead of the present sorrow, there shall be the greatest joy (9:3); (4) how, instead of captivity, there shall be 
freedom from the yoke (9:4); (5) how, instead of war and bloodshed, all implements of war shall be destroyed 
(9:5); (6) how, instead of an Assyrian king, trampling everything under his feet, terrible in name and terrible 
in deed, there shall be born a child who shall be a wonderful Counsellor, a God of a hero, an everlasting Father, 
a Prince of Peace (9:6); (7) how this child shall be Davidic, and shall establish the Davidic throne (Es 
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Eighteenth day. (1) Review the events recorded in Isa. 7: 1-8:4, viz. the terror of Ahaz because of the 
invasion from the north; Isaiah’s promise of safety if only he will trust in Jehovah ; the king’s refusal to receive 
the sign to this effect, the virgin birth of a child; the predicted destruction of Syria and Israel before this 
child is six years old ; later the birth of Maher-shalal-hash-baz, and the same prediction of destruction before he 
shall reach the age of two years. (2) Now consider whether Isaiah has in mind, in the case of Immanuel, a 
child whose birth he expects within a short time, or whether he has in mind the birth of Jesus Christ seven 
hundred years later. (3) If the first seems to be the more natural interpretation, and yet the second is evidently 
taught in the New Testament, (Matt. 1: 22, 23), consider whether, perhaps both may not be meant; that is, the 
first as a type of the second. Remember that this is one of the most difficult passages in the Old Testament, 
and the more difficult because the sacred writer has not seen fit to give us full details. 

Nineteenth day. Review likewise the events narrated in 8: 5-9: 7, the period of darkness and despair con- 
nected with the distruction of the city of Damascus and the carrying away of the tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali. Note that the calamity predicted by the prophet has come to pass, and yet the child of which he 
spoke is not yet born, for does he not again tellus of a child with a wonderful name whose birth is still in the 
future (9:6)? Consider whether this child and the child Immanuel are not one and the same, the embodiment 
in the prophet’s mind of a Saviour who shall deliver the people from distress, expected, perhaps, by the prophet 
in his own day, but in the providence of God destined not to appear until the fullness of time. 

Twentieth day. Going back again, consider whether the promise of the child Immanuel, God-with-us, 
would be a threat to Ahaz, who, least of all, wanted God with him. Would it at the same time be a most 
encouraging promise to the faithful whose prayers had gone up for a manifestation of God’s presence? Ask 
yourself what immediate interest would the announcement have had that such a child was to be born seven 
hundred years later? Would this have terrified Ahaz, or have helped the people in distress? Remember, also, 
that in the prophet’s mind, as we have already seen, the period of calamity is to be followed by a period of great 
prosperity. Is not this one of the elements of the glorious period of the manifestation of Jehovah’s presence? 
But whatever may have been the prophet’s thought, or that of the people of his time, is it not clear from his- 
tory that the real fulfillment of this prophecy is in the child of David’s line known as Jesus Christ? 

Twenty-first day. Read the words of Isaiah pronounced against Samaria, a city given up to debauchery, 
upon which judgment shall surely come (Isa. 28:1-6); his statement that there is also immorality in Jerusalem, 
and his description of the feelings of the false prophets toward him (28:7-13); his denunciation of the poli- 
ticians of his day (28:14-29). 

Twenty-second day. Read once more the narrative of the fall of Damascus (2 Kings 16), and the fall of 
Samaria (2 Kings 17), this time comparing the parallel statement in 2 Chronicles 28. 

Twenty-third day. Consider, in view of the material which has been studied, how closely connected are 
the words of the prophet and the historical events in the life of the people. Does this, perhaps, suggest 
that the history of the nation is being supernaturally guided in order that the nation Israel may in course of 
time bring to the world a much higher conception of God? Supposing this to be true, would it be strange if, 
in the course of this history divinely planned to culminate in the life and death of Jesus Christ, there should 
be types and shadows beforehand of this great pivotal event in the history of the world? Should we expect to 
find at this early period clear and definite conceptions of God or of his plans? Is it not natural to expect to 
find a groping about in the darkness, with here and there a foreglimpse of the light to come? Do not these 
considerations assist us in understanding the ideal conceptions of the prophet, although these are dimmed and 
obscured by other surroundings? 

Twenty-fourth day: Review, now, Isaiah’s work during the reigns of Uzziah and Jotham, viz.: (1) The 
inaugural vision (chap 6); (2) the exaltation of the mountain, the humiliation which Israel must first suffer 
before this exaltation can be realized, the purification throughout of Zion which shall follow the humiliation 
(2:1-4:6); (3) the planting of the vineyard of Israel by Jehovah, the bad fruit which it produces, the punishment 
sent, the final destruction which is coming (5:1-25; 9:8-10:4; 5:26-30). 

Twenty-fifth day. Review, likewise, Isaiah’s work during the reign of Ahaz: His interviews with Ahaz, 
the child Immanuel, the certain coming of Assyria, the child Maher-shalal-hash-baz (7: 1-8:5); (2) the coming 
of Assyria, the exhortation to avoid the popular disposition to unite with Assyria, the increasing darkness out 
of which comes light, the child, the Prince of Peace (8:6-9:7); (3) the prediction of the destruction of Damas- 
cus (17: 8-11), and of the fall of Samaria (28: 1-29). 


Twenty-sixth day. Endeavor now to formulate in your mind the conception of the future which Isaiah 
seems to have. Can you recall anything in these chapters which teaches the holiness of God? Anything 
which teaches the love of God? Has anything been said which would give us Isaiah’s idea of what consti- 
tutes true religion? Anything which indicates his attitude towards sacrifice and prayer? 


Twenty-seventh day. From chap. 2:2-4; 11:10, ascertain Isaiah’s idea concerning Israel’s relation to the 
world. Consider also the teaching of chap. 6: 13; 4: 2, and the significance of the name of his son Shear-jashub. 
What is his idea of the future of this “remnant ?” 


Twenty-eighth day. Think over once more the passages which tell about the Messianic king, and consider 
whether they should be interpreted as strictly prophetical, that is, referring directly to Jesus Christ, or as 
typical, that is, referring to some person of Isaiah’s time who was a type of the Christ; or ideal, that is, refer- 
ring to some person whom the prophet supposed would come in his own time, whose coming, however, was 
postponed until the time of the Christ. 


REVIEW QUESTIONS. 


READ CAREFULLY.— Answer questions, as far as possible, from memory. Then take your Bible and review with the 

questions in mind, revising your answers as you read. Should you wish to work for a certificate, duplicate blanks for these 

uestions will be sent on application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, IIl., enclosing two-cent stamp. Blanks for 
the entire course will be sent at once. Any person sending in the nine papers for the year will receive a certificate. 


1. What was the special sin charged against Judah in the records of the reigns of Uzziah and Jotham —a sin 


permeating the whole history of the people?.......... 
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4, What was Israel’s relation to Assyria at this time? (See accounts of the reigns of Menahem and Pekah.) 


6. Name some facts concerning the life which surrounded the prophet which led him to see the approaching 
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8. What were some of the causes which enabled Isaiah to foresee consequences not foreseen by the people? 
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15. Of the prophecies of Isaiah which have been studied indicate, by giving references, those which seem to 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 


N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each oy the nine question sheets in the year’s 
course vill receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions nay be studied previously, but 
must be answered from memory. 


_1. What do both Isaiah and Micah teach concerning the future relation of the religion of Jehovah to all the 
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4. Has any earlier prophet presented so strong a combination of specific prediction and Messianic foreshadow- 
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5. As the history advanced, did the nation advance in its ability to comprehend the growing revelatior of 
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A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


A month ago we considered briefly various sources of our religious beliefs—-childhood environment, experi- 
ence, formal instruction — noting how the helpful religious ideas developing from all these sources had their 
origin directly or indirectly in biblical fact or teaching. The conclusion follows naturally that a careful and 
systematic study of the Bible on the basis of mature judgment and in the light of modern scholarship, ought 
to strengthen and deepen each essential element of the religious life. 

One of the most important of these elements, namely, the idea of one God, the very center and basis of all 
religious life, may be taken up for consideration here. 

If our biblical study needs no system and if it be true that all Scripture is equally “profitable for doctrine or 
reproof,” we may select passages or texts at random. We may read in the fortieth chapter of Isaiah concerning 
the Mighty and Everlasting God, the creator and ruler of the universe, a source of strength and energy to his 
people. We may turn to the gospel of John and find Jesus representing himself as the incarnation of the spirit 
of the Father, an all-powerful omnipresent spirit working beneficently in nature and in human life. Again we 
read the story of Jonah who ran away from the province over which his God ruled, hoping to escape from his 
power. In the stories of Genesis we become familiar with the god of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the chief- 
tains of a tribe of wandering people. We see their God pictured in childlike phrases, possessing all the charac- 
teristics of a man, walking, talking, sleeping, eating, and drinking, and making covenants. Each of these 
widely differing representations of God is a distinct picture, and evidently to the writer, a complete conception. 
Why this difference? Is it not confusing? What is the real state of the case? Was Jehovah’s interest at 
one time actually confined to a single tribe, and has the same God simply enlarged the sphere of his influence 
and his activities? We know that that cannot be true, for we have learned that God has been and is always 
the same, “yesterday, today, and forever.” 


What light is shed upon this difficulty by a historical and systematic study of the Bible record? 


1. Remembering that the stories of the patriarchs are the national traditions of a people who, only a few 
centuries before these stories were put in written form, had been a single tribe, or group of tribes wandering 
hither and thither, seeking the best places to pasture their flocks, and to cultivate necessary food for them- 
selves, consider how fitting the idea of a tribal God isto thisform of life. But to define God as the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob implies the fact that other people had other gods, and that probably in the minds 
of the patriarchs the gods of other nations were potential and sutficient in the affairs of their respective 
peoples. 

2. The tribe developed into a nation with a local habitation, and the prophets, the spokesmen of God, and 
at the same time the reflection of the national spirit, dwell continually upon Israel’s God. They show him 
stronger than all other gods, setting the bounds of the other nations with relation to Israel. They represent 
him asthe Father of Israel, the leader of their hosts, the Holy One of Israel, using the great nations of the 
earth as rods with which to chastise his people in their disobedience. 

3. When at last the nation as a political unit is destroyed, and down in Babylon mourns for home and 
country, is it the political downfall which hurts most deeply? Is it not rather Jehovah’s apparent desertion 
of his people? Was he not far away? How could they worship him; how could they secure his blessings in 
Babylon? In this situation the broader conception of God, as not confined to a particular locality, as they 
had formerly believed, took root. He became in the thought of the people the one God, the creator and ruler 
of the universe, but still regarding Israel, his chosen people, above all nations, and seeking to restore her to 
her former glory. 


4. Back in Palestine, shorn of political splendor, the people feel that all the energies of life must be bent 
to the work of securing Jehovah’s favor. This impulse brings about the reorganization and reinforcement 
of the law by obedience to which they may win the commendation of such a holy God as theirs. It remains 
for the sages, meditating upon the deeper problems of life exhibited in the history of the nation, and in the 
life of the world about them, with which they were coming more and more closely into contact, to take hold of 
the idea of God as supreme in all nature and human life, a being of spiritual energy, beyond the comprehen- 
sion of the human mind. These ideas are dwelt upon in such writings of the sages as the books of Job, Hccle- 

- slastes, and in many Psalms. 


5. In the fullness of time Jesus came. He was able to grasp the meaning of all that had preceded, to 
perceive God as the great spirit, the creator of all, the one beneficent influence continually operating in nature 
and human life, all-powerful, but at the same time the all-loving Father. His own life was in perfect harmony 
with this conception of God, and stands forever the incarnation of the spirit of God in human life. 


6. Finally, let us ask in what way such a survey as this may strengthen in us the conception of one uni- 
versal God. Is it not (1) because the idea becomes more impressive when we see that centuries of time, and 
the most strenuous dealing with the nations of the earth were necessary to bring the Hebrew people to the 
acceptance of the idea of one God. (2) We learn to rest our faith on the knowledge of a process of divinely 
guided development which runs through all human history instead of upon isolated statements. (3) Our gen- 
eral survey of God’s way of working in the past helps us to understand the present, to take long views ahead, 
and to have an increasing confidence in the existence of one Power over all, continuously lifting individuals, 
nations, and the world, toward ultimate good. 


ANALYTICAL OUTLINE. 


PART V.—( Continued. ) § 103. The surrender of Hezekiah. Isaiah repeats the 


FORESHADOWINGS FROM THE j divine prediction of the destruction of Assyria. 
Bigs aaa ae 2 Kings 18:14, Isa. 14:24-27 ; 17:12-14. 


§ 95. fe fall of fears 3, the capture of Ashdod ; § 104. The Lord will scatter the enemy. The righteous 
ening Sestruction ot Egypt. ky aay man shall see the King in his beauty, and shall 
Pee ee ie dwell with him in Zion. 


§ 96. Hezekiah’s illness and recovery. Isa. 33. 
ey. Isa. 38. § 105. The approach of the army of Sennacherib; his 
97. The visit to Hezekiah of Merodach-Baladan’s message to the city, received in silence and 
embassy ; the future supremacy of Babylon in dismay. 
Jerusalem. Isa. 36. 
Isa. 39. § 106. The army of Sennacherib approaches still nearer 
§ 98. The fall of Babylon (fulfilled in 711 B. C.) to the city. Encouraged by Isaiah, Hezekiah 
Isa. 21. turns to Jehovah for help, and receives assu- 
§ 99. An announcement of judgment to be followed by rance that the Assyrian army shall be turned 
atime of joy and a day when the faithful to back. Testes 
Jobo Va sao unoteibe Bstamed. > | 107. The Assyrians are smitten with death, and 


another opportunity is afforded Jerusalem to 


§ 100. An announcement of the destruction of Jerusa- taeAnoohareh: 


lem, to be followed by the recognition of Jeho- Isa. 37:36, 37. 
vah by his people, and his continued blessing g 108. The God of Judah is terrible in his might. 


and protection; and in connection with this Ps. 76. 
the destruction of Assyria. § 109. The city of God is a place of safety and peace for 
Tsa. 30. his people. 
§ 101. Egypt is not to be trusted; confidence may be 2 ; Ps. 46. 
placed in none but Jehovah; after the storm $110. The city of God is a place of beauty and strength, 
a righteous king shall rule, and security, peace and a wonder to the nations. ee 
Spey sar biev al Isa. 31, 32. § 111. The corner stone in Zion. 


é : Isa. 28:14-18, Ps. 118: 22, 23 
§ 102. Assyria, though near at hand, is not to be feared. § 112. Out of Bethlehem and from the line of David shali 


It shall be cut off at the moment when its : 
ee , : : th ht 1 ho shall lead Judah 
hand is lifted to strike. A righteous judge of Boatine fhe haeyrinder MY ee ec 


the line of David shall rule the nation in univer- Micah 5:1-9. 


sal peace and the knowledge of Jehovah. The 
j : Norg.—In the preceeding outline, the section titles printed 
remnant shall return and Jehovah will dwell in black type indicate the direct line of foreshadowings, while 


in Zion. those in ordinary type present the historical background and 
Isa. 10:5-12:6, the intervening events. 


SEE CIVIC DIRECTIONS, FOR STUDY. 


NotEe.—The section numbers refer to the sections of the preceeding Outline. The suggestions on the study of each day 
though by no means covering all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps be necessary 
hereafter. In later sheets the student will be 1hrown more upon his own responsibility. 


Abbreviations: C., Chart; M., Map; R. V., Revised Version of the Bible; A. V., Authorized 0. @ld Version of the Bible; cf., 
compare; Z. e., that is. 


First day. Read once more (2 Kings 17, §90) the account of the fall of Samaria 722 B. C., and remember, 
that this‘is one of the most important events in Israelitish history. Northern Israel has now come to an end. 

Second day. §95. Understanding that ten or eleven years have passsed, read Isaiah 20, noting (1) the time 
indicated (v. 1), about 711 B.C.; (2) the symbolical action described in v.2; and (3) remembering that many 
inhabitants of Judah wished to place their reliance upon Egypt read vs. 3, 4 describing the ruin of Hgypt, and 
vs. 5, 6 describing the dismay of the people at the destruction of Egypt. 

Third day. §96. Study the account of Hezekiah’s sickness, Isaiah 38, including vs. 1-3, his prayer for life ; 
vs. 4-8, the promise of the recovery and the sign; vs. 9-20, the Psalm in which the whole story is recited ; v. 21 
the means employed for the recovery. 

Fourth day. §97. Read the very interesting story of Merodach-Baladan’s presents, Isaiah 39, considering (1) 
the purpose of the embassy (v. 1); (2) the foolishness of Hezekiah (vy. 2) ; (3) Isaiah’s rebuke of Hezekiah (vs. 3-7) 
in which the great emphasis is laid upon the part which Babylon is to play, and (4) the acceptance of the rebuke 
by Hezekiah (v. 8). 

Fifth day. §98. Remembering now thatin Jerusalem there is a political party antagonistic to Assyria, seeking 
terms of alliance with Babylon ; that Judah is greatly interested in the result of the coming conflict between Assyria 
and Babylon (because if Babylon is the victor the yoke of Assyria will be removed, while if Assyria conquers, Judah 
will certainly be punished); remembering that the prophet is at the same time a man and that he too is watch- 
ing the outcome, read the announcement in Isaiah 21 of the fall of Babylon which, as a matter of fact, takes 
place 711 B. C. when Assyria captures Babylon,:a most vivid portrayal, in the form of vision, of the destruction 
of the city, and of the manner in which the event, still in the future, is indicated to him. 


Siath day. Note that the City of Ashdod fell about 711 B. C.; that Babylon was captured, 711 B. C.; that 
Sargon the king who captured Assyria, died about 705 B. C., and that Sennacherib succeeded him at this time. 
(See chart.) Compare these facts with the work of the preceding days. 

Seventh day. §99. Remembering that Sennacherib, upon his accession to the Assyrian throne, must first put 
down rebellions among the neighboring nations, and that these rebellions furnished an opportunity in Jerusalem 
for the rise again of the Egyptian party (that is, the political party which preferred to trust the safety of J udah 
to Egypt rather than to Babylonia); consider Isaiah's position under such circumstances. Shall he favor the 
Assyrian party with its alliance with Assyria, or the Egyptian party ? He has come to believe that Assyria is 
the nation which, in God’s hand, will punish Israel for her sins. Rebellion against Assyria is therefore rebellion 
against God. He knows that Assyria’s army will soon go to Palestine under Sennacherib. In view of this situ- 
ation, read his words in Isaiah 29: “Within one year an army shall come (vs. 1-5), but that army shall be 
scattered (vs. 6-8). Men of Jerusalem you are blind, your priests err, you are making a mistake, you are perverse 
(vs. 9-16); but the time is coming in the not far distant future, when our nation will be transformed and when 
there will be no more shame of any kind (vs. 17-24).” How far down in history does his thought reach ? 

Eighth day. $100. Remembering now Isaiah’s position in reference to an alliance with Egypt, read Isaiah 30 in 
which he describes (vs. 1-7) the folly of the embassy which has been sent to Egypt for assistance ; (vs. 8-17) the 
sure destruction which is soon to come upon Jerusalem ; (vs. 18-26) the glorious time in the future which will 
soon come; (vs. 27-29) the majestic approach of Jehovah; (vs. 30-33) the manifestation of Jehovah’s presence: 
and the end. 

Ninth day. $101. From thesame point of view read chapters 31 and 32 and classify the material under the fol- 
lowing topics: (1) the folly of resting upon Egypt ; (2) the destruction which is soon to come ; (3) the happy times: 
which will follow the destruction; (4) the righteousness and peace which shall characterize those times; (5) the 
storm which must precede these times; (6) the happy days which will follow the storm, 

Tenth day. Do you not see that in every sermon the prophet’s mind rests upon (1) the present period of 
distress and darkness (the year 703, 702 B. C.); (2) the storm of invasion from Assyria which is soon to sweep: 
over the land (701 B. C.) ; (3) the reorganization of affairs; the introduction of a new era; a time of peace and 
righteousness, all of which will follow an invasion. Does it occur to you that Isaiah’s pictures of the future joy- 
ous time were not realized immediately after the Assyrian invasion, or indeed for centuries afterward, but that. 
these pictures had their first substantial realization in the Messianic times ? 

Eleventh day. $102. The long promised invasion hascome. Sennacherib, who tells us the story himself in the: 
Assyrian monuments, invades Judah in the year 701 B. C. The city of Jerusalem is panic stricken. While 
Sennacherib is still in the northern part of Palestine, Isaiah preaches (chaps. 10:5-12:6.) Read this, the most. 
magnificent utterance of the prophet, in which he describes (1) Assyria as having acted contrary to the divine: 
law in her arrogance (10:5-11); (2) as having forgotten that she is only an instrument (10:12-15); (3) as, for 
these reasons, about to suffer a terrible and sudden destruction (10:16-19) ; (4) while those that are left of Judah 
after the invasion shall surely survive (10:20-23). In this day of great darkness the prophet now attempts to: 
encourage his fellow countrymen and (5) he feelingly asks why, notwithstanding these things Judah should be so: 
disturbed (10:24-27), for (6) although Assyria is already in the north, is indeed making her way rapidly from 
village to village south towards Jerusalem, is indeed to come right up to the city of Jerusalem, she shall never- 
theless perish in a moment (10:28-34). 

Twelfth day. Recalling the prediction of sudden destruction of Sennacherib’s army described in 10:34, con. 
tinue the prophet’s discourse in chapters 11 and 12, in which he contrasts with the fallen tree of Assyria the 
sprout of the oak of David which shall spring forth in righteousness and universal peace (11:1-9). Study closely 
the elements of this picture and consider whether it has even yet been fulfilled, whether its fulfillment is not. 
dependent upon the universal acceptance of the Messiah. 

Thirteenth day. Consider the objections raised (11:10-16) by various persons to the representations made: 
by Isaiah in 11:1-9 and Isaiah’s answers to these objections ; and then read the glorious song which Isaiah places. 
in the mouth of the redeemed of Israel (12:1-6) a song which they will sing in that joyous future when his pic- 
tures of earthly glory shall have been realized. 

Fourteenth day. §103. Remember that Sennacherib is now in Palestine with a large army, very close to the 
city of Jerusalem. The whole territory of Jerusalem is overrun. Forty-six cities are captured. Two hundred thou. 
sand inhabitants are carried away. Hezekiah yields. Read in 2 Kings 18:14 his message of submission and 
the tribute which is imposed upon him. Note that his own daughters and the women of his palace are carried 
to Nineveh. Now in connection with all this read two fragments of sermons preached by Isaiah about this time, 
viz., (1) 14:24-27 in which the divine prediction is made of Assyria’s destruction ; (2) 17:12-14 in which the 
sudden ruin is foretold. 

Fifteenth day. §104. Remembering that an agreement had been entered into between Hezekiah and Sen- 
nacherib, note that suddenly the situation turns. Sennacherib becomes suspicious of Hezekiah. He breaks the 
covenant and demands an unconditional surrender of Jerusalem. The city is now in an uproar. A deputation is. 
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sen) to the king at Lachish but without avail. Isaiah inthe midst of this darkness preaches the sermon of 
chapter 33 in which he tells his fellow countrymen that Assyria shall perish while Judah in the near future 
enall prosper. He acknowledges the present great distress of Judah but maintains that the future will bring 
glory and delight. Read this chapter closely. 

Sixteenth day. § 105. The situation becomes more and more critical. Read the story of it in chapter 36 in 
which the chief officer of Sennacherib comes to the city and is received by adeputation sent by Hezekiah (vs. 1-3). 
Note the speech of the king’s officer; its very insulting tone (vs. 4-10). Consider the request of the members of 
the deputation who fear that this speech will produce trouble among the people(v. 11) and the refusal of the 
king’s officer to grant the request (v. 12). Read the continuance of the speech in vs. 13-20 and the silence and 
sadness with which it is received by the deputation (vs. 21, 22). 

Seventeenth day. § 106. Study as carefully as possible chapter 37 in which you will note (1) the grief of the 
king Hezekiah (v. 1); the sad message of the king to Isaiah (vs. 2-5); Isaiah’s answer of courage in which again the 
destruction of the Assyrian army is foretold (vs. 6-7). Note now the events described in vs. 8,9. Sennacherib’s 
army having come twelve miles nearer to Jerusalem another messenger is sent to Hezekiah with a repetition of 
the preceding message (vs. 10-13). Read the pathetic prayer of Hezekiah (vs. 14-21; the message of Isaiah in 
reply to the prayer (vs. 21-35). 

Eighteenth day. §107. Consider now the peculiarities of the situation ; the magnitude of the crisis. What 
is involved in Israel’s refusal to comply with the demand for unconditional surrender? Has Judah nothing on 
which to trust? Has she not lost nearly all of her own cities? Note the condition of despair in which the 
king and all his nobles find themselves. Was there no human probability of release from this situation? Con- 
sider the courageous attitude of Isaiah? How again and again he foretells the destruction of the Assyrian army 
and the rescue of Jerusalem; how his utterances become stronger in proportion as the difficulties increase ? 
And now read Isaiah 37:36 and 37, which describe the fulfillment of Isaiah’s predictions. The Assyrian army is 
laid low; Jerusalem is given another chance to obey the commands of Jehovah. 

Nineteenth day. § 108. Consider how miraculous this deliverance must have seemed to the citizens of Jerusa- 
lem, and the feelings of joy which must have filled their hearts, and read Psalm 76 which is believed to have been 
written to celebrate this deliverance, and which describes the manifestation of Jehovah’s power in the sudden 
destruction of the army, an act which will cause his name to be feared throughout all the earth. 

Twentieth day. §109. Having in mind still again the remarkable character of the deliverence, read Psalm 46 
which is also believed to have had its origin under these circumstances and which describes the City of Zion as 
a safe residence for the people of God, because Jehovah has guided and will guide the commotions of the nations 
and has destroyed all weapons of war in order that there may be universal peace. 

Twenty-first day. §110. Read also Psalm 48 which again describes the glories of Zion as the City of 
Jehovah. 

Twenty-second day. §111. In the light of the historical situation which we have now studied with some 
degree of care, read Isaiah 28: 14-18, in which the prophet, out of the darkness and uncertainty of the Assyrian 
invasion, announces the laying of the corner-stone in Zion in which all may trust, a stone which shall be firm in 
the overwhelming storm that is to sweep over the country. Compare with this Psalm 118: 22,23. Can this 
be other than Messianic ? 

Twenty-third day. Examine once more Isaiah 33: 13-24, § 104 which told of the establishment of Zion as the 
city of a great king, a quiet place in which shall dwell a glorious judge and ruler and aking, a place with an 
abundance of streams, in which, however, no hostile fleets shall appear except to be destroyed and to become 
the spoil of Jehovah’s people. Has this picture ever been realized ? 

Twenty-fourth day. §112. Remembering that Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah, both prophets dealing 
with the same sins, the same historical circumstances (Micah viewing the situation from the point of view of a 
countryman, Isaiah from the point of view of one who had been bred in the city), and remembering that the two 
coéperated in all this period, read the most significant passage of the Book of Micah, chap. 5:1-4, which stands 
connected with the child-prophecies of Isaiah already studied. Here the prophet foresees a time when Zion will be 
in great distress ; her ruler treated with reproach. But the royal house shall again be raised up out of Bethlehem; 
the ruined house of David shall again be established. The Assyrian who has invaded the land will be driven 
back (vs. 5, 6), and the remnant of Jacob shall be as dew among the peoples and as a lion among the nations 
(vs. 7-9). In that day there shall be universal peace ; no weapons of war; no idolatry. 

Twenty-fifth day. Endeavor now to get in mind (1) the stormy and exciting times out of which Isaiah 
spoke, the plan of God working out in those times, as shown by the events, viz., Judah’s punishment and 
deliverance; (2) the attitude of confidence and courage exhibited by Isaiah in the midst of it all; (3) his know]- 
edge of the events soon to occur repeatedly indicated; (4) his ideal picture of a future when there shall be 
peace and righteousness, protection and prosperity ; when the Prince of Peace shall reign. 

Twenty-siath day. Consider: (1) Is it possible to doubt the existence of a vivid conception of the future in 
Isaiah’s mind? (2) Did the glorious times of which he spoke come, as perhaps he sometimes thought they 
would come, immediately after the Assyrian invasion? (3) Have they, in all their fullness, yet been realized ? 
(4) Has not the coming of the Christ made the realization possible? (5) Are they not now slowly coming to be 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS. 


READ CAREFULLY.—Answer questions, as far as possible, from memory. Then take your Bible and review with the questions 
in mind, revising your answers as youread. Should you wish to work for a certificate, duplicate blanks for these uestions will be 
gent on application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, Ill., enclosing two-cent stamp. Blanks for the entire course 
will be sent at once. Any person sending in nine papers for the year will receive a certificate, 


1. Isaiah predicted the fall of two foreign nations in the éarly part of our study for the month. Name them. 
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6. In whom does Isaiah exhort the nations to put their trust? .......... oi eC O AC ON cb COORG BOTA 66. abies 
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8. Do you think that Isaiah aims more frequently to encourage the faithful, or to gain the attention of the 
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9. Name seven characteristics of the future time upon which the prophet continually dwelis.. 
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11. Relate briefly the events attending the surrender of Hezekiah, his turning to Jehovah, and the destruction 
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13. What definite elements are added this month to the Messianic predictions, (a) as to the character of the 
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14, Did Isaiah anywhere definitely state the time of the coming of the Messianic King, as he had stated the 
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15. To what remote time does it seem to you that his prophecies pointed ?....,.se.sececeersecesvcvec sees cece 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 


N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each of the nine question sheets in the year’s 
course will receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions may be studied previously, but 
must be answered from memory. 


1. What do you think of the character of Isaiah as shown by his work in this period, (a) as aman among men? 
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8. Are there elements which came into the world with the advent of Christ, which in some measure corre- 
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4. Do you think that Isaiah would have preached with the same courage had he known that the coming of 
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A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


Our last letter presented a very hasty survey of the historical process by which the conception of one God 
became fixed in the religion of Israel, and consequently in Christianity. We shall continue our consideration 
vf the fundamental elements of the religious life in their relation to a systematic study of the Bible by tracing 
in the most rapid outline another idea which lies at the root of our religious life, namely, that of One who 
Shall deliver, the Messiah. 

It is not necessary to show, as last month, into what confusion our minds would be thrown by a haphazard 
study of this idea. Taking up at once our historical survey we see that in the very earliest periods the idea of 
suffering and misfortune is unfailingly represented as the consequence of sin. Recall the national traditions 
of Israel, the stories of the beginning of sin, the confusion of tongues, the destructive flood, the trials of Jacob, 
and note that in every case the suffering described is coupled with sin of which it is represented as the con- 
sequence. This sense of the heinousness of sin controlled the thought of the Hebrew nation from the 
beginning. But, on the other hand, the hope of deliverance from sin was its necessary complement. 

The form in which the idea of deliverance is clothed in the mouths of those chosen by God to carry it on 
from generation to generation, varies with the conditions of the nation in the successive periods of its history. 

1. At the death of Moses we may believe that the divine destiny of man as the ruler of the world, and the 
nature of the conflict between man and the powers of evil, is at least dimly appreciated. The struggle will con- 
tinue for ages, but in the end the woman’s seed shall be victorious over the seed of the serpent. The necessity of 
the close indwelling of God in the midst of men is felt, and men believe that in some peculiar way God will take 
up his dwelling in the tents of Shem. Already the infant nation looks back upon the selection of Abraham, and 
the transmission of the promise through Isaac and Jacob, and later the selection of Judah as a part of a divine 
plan, to the carrying out of which all the activities of Jehovah will be bent. For this purpose special orders 
of men shall be raised up. The priest to mediate between the people and God, the prophet to keep the people 
continually reminded of the law of God and the consequences of disobedience, and the king to make possible a 
political unity in which national ideals may be fostered. The thought of this early period connects itself 
therefore with the line through which deliverance is to be wrought, the Jand in which the drama of deliver- 
ance is to be played, the means of deliverance, namely, the chosen people, and the special agencies within the 
chosen nation by which the divine plan shall be affected — the priestly, prophetic, and royal orders. 

2. During the period of the united kingdom the idea of royalty is uppermost in the minds of the people. 
The king sitting upon the throne represents Jehovah. He is subordinate however, not only to Jehovah, but to 
Jehovah’s spokesmen, the prophets. The promise is made that a king shall be established upon David's 
throne, and that he shall indeed be the Son of God, as beforetime Israel had been called God’s son. With 
Jehovah at his side he shall rule over Zion. Guided by Jehovah he will win the victory upon the blood- 
drenched, corpse-covered battle field, and with unrelenting vigor will pursue the conquered and fleeing enemy. 

3. In the thought of the following period, a period in which Israel suffered repeatedly from the hands of 
her enemies, the nation is continually crying out to Jehovah for relief from national difficulties. The prophets, 
beginning with Amos, devote their lives to establishing in the minds of the people the connection between 
their national misfortune and their sin of apostasy. Deliverance from enemies must be preceded by the 
forsaking of sin, but strange to say, in spite of the increasing sin and national darkness throughout this period, 
the hope of deliverance grows in the minds of the prophets clearer and stronger. 

4. The Assyrian times arrive. Isaiah predicts the desolation of Israel, and indicates the sins of the people 
which are the occasion of impending destruction. Yet beyond this inevitable destruction both he and Micah 
see the exaltation of the mountain of Jehovah, the universal acknowledgement of Jehovah as king, and the 
introduction of an era of universal peace. In the face of invasions and coming captivity Isaiah preaches to 
the panic-stricken people the coming of light in the midst of darkness, of joy and freedom instead of grief and 
captivity, of the abolition of war, and all this because of a child that is yet to be born, whose name is given as 
the Wonder of a Counselor, God of a Hero, Father of Spoils, Prince of Peace. The King in his beauty shall 
dwell in Zion, a righteous judge of the line of David, ruling in the knowledge of Jehovah. The thought of the 
nation is coming more and more to center about an ideal person in whom their deliverance shall be 
accomplished. ; 

5. But the nation goes into exile. What form can the hope of deliverance take now which shall satisfy the 
hearts of the people? Among the righteous captives we must look for the new thought, since through them 
is Israel performing her priestly function to mankind. They were in deep distress. Had they been faithless 
to Jehovah? No. What was the occasion of their suffering? The sins of the nation as a whole. It is because 
Israel as a nation has abandoned Jehovah that righteous Israelites are now suffering with their apostate 
brethren in captivity. They are suffering for the sins of others. They might forsake Jehovah, and have 
wealth and ease in Babylon. But if they forsake Jehovah there will be no remnant through whom Jehovah 
can fulfil his promises of deliverance and final glory. They must continue to suffer in order that to them and 
to their brethren shall come the happiness and prosperity promised by Jehovah. Here was born the great 
thought of deliverance through suffering, that of men for each other, and of God for mankind. _ 

6. In the days of the Restoration to Jerusalem the conception of the deliverer takes on varied forms, but 
always he is the righteous one, demanding conformity to the divine law, one whose favor depends not on 
multitudes of offerings and tithes, but upon uprightness of life, and the fulfilling of the commands in the spirit 
of loving obedience. ; ; 

7. Contrast the position of the Hebrews looking always forward to a manifestation of Jehovah's power 
and righteousness, and our own. Looking backward we see in the suffering remnant a type of the One who, 
through his own life of suffering lifts, not the nation, but the world, to God. Can we understand, can we 
fully appreciate the significance of the life of Jesus, as the consummate expression of Jehovah’s will to deliver 
mankind from sin, without a careful study of the long process by which the mind of man was prepared to 
conceive of sin as the ultimate evil and of deliverance from the bondage of sin as the entrance into life 
everlasting. How deep and strong become the foundations of our faith in Jesus Christ, the supreme victor 
over sin, and in the hope of deliverance in our own lives when we again consider the centuries of pain and 
suffering through which such a faith has been built up in the hearts of mankind. Can we fail to appreciate 
the deep religious value of such study as this? 
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: PART VI. § 127. The prophet’s vision of the manifestation of Jeho- 
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§ 123. Sermons of Jeremiah, in these times of wicked. the righteous branch. Renee 


ness and idolatry. 
A Jer, 7:8-20; 8:4-9:1; § 138. The fall of Jerusalem. 
410:17-22. ; Jer. 39 :1-14; chap. 52; 
2 Kings 25 :1-22. 


SELINA NOHO CEI 2) CEES ON § 139. Israel’s calamity in contrast with God’s promise 


nations of the earth. 


Nopsehapi ose of her eternal prosperity. elas 
§ 125. Israel a vine laid waste ; a prayer for restoration. _g 140, Israel’s distress, though God’s promises have been 
Ps. 80. given for her welfare. 
§ 126. Habakkuk’s distress at the wickedness of his Noun EA ene oteeedine eae ten ee titl inion 
i : 4 ie . Z ; .—In the pr ing outline, the section titles printe 
times ; the announcement of terrible judg in black type indicate the direct line of foreshadowings, while 
ment. those in ordinary type present the historical background and 
Hab., chaps. 1, 2. the intervening events. 


SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY. 


(NorE.—The section numbers refer to the sections of the preceding Outline. The suggestions on the study of each day, 
though by no means covering all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps be necessary here- 
after. In later sheets the student will be thrown more upon his own responsibility. 


Abbreviations: C., Chart; M., Map; R.V., Revised Version of the Bible; A.V., Authorized or Old Version of the Bible; cf., com- 
pare; z.e., that is; ff., following. 


First day. §113. Read in 2 Kings 21:1-18 an account of Manasseh’s reign, its length, his work, his 
character; the punishment which shall be inflicted; and note particularly the contrast between this reign and 
that of his father, Hezekiah. 


Second day. §114. Read in 2 Kings 21:19-26, 22:1-2, the account of the reigns of Amon and Josiah; 
observe, in each case, the length and the character of the reign; note the extreme youth of Josiah when he 
begins to reign, and remember that during the first ten years of his reign the royal court is still in the hands of 
those who sympathize with the idolatry and wickedness of his father and grandfather. 


Third day. §115. Note that about the time when Josiah becomes old enough to decide upon his own 
policy, Zephaniah, incited by the approach of a dreaded enemy (the Scythians), begins to preach, telling them 
(Zeph. 1:2, 3) that terrible judgment is coming upon the whole world; (1:4-6) that this judgment is intended 
especially for Jerusalem because of her idolatry and apostasy; (1:7-9) that this destruction will be like the 
destruction of the sazrificial animal in a feast, the Scythians being the guests, Judah the sacrifice; (1:10, 11) 
that the enemy will enter the city, reduce it to ruins, and the wicked shall thus be punished; (1:14-18) that the 
day of Jehovah, dark and terrible, is near, a day from which not even money can furnish rangom. 
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Fourth day. §116. Having studied now the threat uttered by the prophet concerning the coming judg- 
ment, read carefully his exhortation to repentance (Zeph. 2:1-3:7), the substance of which is, (1) let Jerusalem 
tremble and repent before it is too late, for destruction is approaching (2:1-4); (2) all the countries of the earth 

. are to be laid waste; on the west Philistia (2:5-7); on the east Moab and Ammon (2:8-11); on the south Ethi- 
opia (2:12); on the north Nineveh (2:13-15), (3) Let then polluted Jerusalem repent. Jehovah pleads, but his 
pleading is in vain (3:1-7). In other words, can Judah in this day of overwhelming judgment, wicked as she is, 
escape unless, before the calamity comes, she repent? 


Fifth day. §117. The prophet has threatened and exhorted; for the faithful who need encouragement 
he now utters a promise (Zeph. 3:8-20); this promise concerns the future: (1) O ye meek, trust in God and wait; 
when judgment has come and gone all will be well with you; the world shall serve Jehovah, and my people 
shall be brought back (3:8-10); (2) in that day Jerusalem’s inhabitants will be meek, without dissent, and at 
peace (3:11-13); (3) in that day Zion will shout for joy because there will be no enemy, no fear. Jehovah will 
be in the midst of her delighting in his joy and exulting (3:14-17); (4) in that day Israel shall be restored from 
distant lands, shall be given honor, and shall be prosperous (3:17-20). 

Sixth day. Recall now the threat, the exhortation, and the promise of Zeph.; and observe (1) the boldness 
of his speech, (2) his faith in the future notwithstanding the darkness of the present, (3) his teaching concern- 
ing judgment which is to be universal in its nature and intended to bring people nearer to God; (4) his teach- 
ing concerning the restoration of Israel and (5) his teaching concerning the Messianic time, a future time when 
all will acknowledge God; when Zion will be the center and God in the midst as Savior and King ; when God 
shall be in blessed fellowship with humanity. 

Seventh day. §118. About this time, namely, 630 B. C., Jeremiah begins to speak. For the story of his 
call, read Jer. ch. 1, and note his age and the details of the call, especially (1:10) his commission. For speci- 
mens of several sermons preached like those of Zephaniah in connection with the Scythian invasion, read Jer. 
2:14-19; 29-37, and the pathetic representation of Judah’s repentance and acceptance in Jer. 3: 21-25, 4:1-2. 


Highth day. §119. Remembering now the fear aroused by the invasion of the Scythians, the sermons 
preached in connection with the invasion by Zephaniah and Jeremiah, and the fact that the young king Josiah, 
whose heart is with God, has now reached an age at which his influence may be exerted, read in 2 Kgs. 22:3-11 
the account of the finding of the book of the law, and in 2 Kgs. 23: 1-24 the account of the reformation of Josiah 
which includes the destruction of the false worship, the re-institution of the passover, the destruction of the 
wizards, the destruction of the high places, and the restoration of the pure Jehovah worship. 

Ninth day. §120. Do not forget that the preaching of the ideas found in the law book would be distaste- 
ful to those who were in sympathy with the other administration; and note how Jeremiah goes about the coun- 
try (Jer. 11:1-8) preaching in the interest of this book, and is involved in trouble even with his own friends 
(Jer. 11:9-23; 12:1-6). 

Tenth day. §121. Note that for twelve or thirteen years the prophet makes no utterance ; in these years 
he is evidently enjoying a blessed and prosperous life in close companionship with the good king Josiah. The 
true Jehovah worship prevails; but without warning the situation is changed. The king of Ngypt (2 Kgs. 
23: 29-30), (2 Chr. 35: 20-24) is on his road to fight the king of Assyria; Josiah meets him at the fatal battle of 
Megiddo and is slain. Consider how severe a blow this must have been to the hopes of Jeremiah, and note 
that henceforth his life is one of sadness and sorrow. 

Eleventh day. §122. Read the account of the reigns of Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim (2 Kgs. 23:31-24:6) and 
observe that the old idolatry has returned. The good results of the reformation seem to have entirely dis- 
appeared. 

Twelfth day. $123. For specimens of Jeremiah’s preaching under these circumstances in which he 
describes the hypocrisy of his times read 7:8-20; for an account of the extreme wickedness of the people, 
of the terrible judgment which is coming, read 8:4-9:1; and for a picture of the coming exile and a statement 
of its cause, read 10:17-22. 

Thirteenth day. §124. Read Jer. chap. 25,a sermon on the wine cup of fury; in which (1) Israel’s long 
continued disobedience is recounted, vs. 1-7; (2) the coming of Nebuchadnezzar to be followed by seventy years 
of captivity is foretold, vs. 8-14; (3) the announcement that the wine cup of God’s fury shall be drunk by all 
nations is made in vs. 15-31; and (4) that of the terrible judgment which is coming upon the nations, vs. 32-38. 

Fourteenth day. §125. Read Ps. 80 in which Israel is represented as a vine which has been laid waste 
by the beasts of Egypt and Assyria, and in which prayer is offered for restoration, and for the support of the 
“Son of Man” and the “Man of Jehovah’s right hand.” Is not the answer to this prayer to be found in the 
coming of the Messiah ? 

Fifteenth day. §126. About this time Habakkuk preaches out of a situation characterized by great 
wickedness, and by peculiar discouragement to the people of God; read the dialogue in chapters 1 and 2 
between the prophet and God, which perhaps may be condensed as follows: 


3 : Why, O Lord, when we cry, being in such wretchedness, dost thou not answer? 1: 5-11, God; Behold! I will do 

hse Pilg sidn aa not believe it; I will bring the Chaldeans, strong and mighty, who abandon themselves to the worship of 

selfish force. 1: 12-17, Prophet: Iam sure we shall not die; but how can you, such a God, allow the Chaldeans to triumph 

over us? God: (No answer.) 2:1, Prophet: I will wait in meditation, on the watchtower, for further answer, 2: 2-5, 

God: An important matter; Babylon is proud and ambitious, but the righteous shall live, if they remain faithful. The 

nations gathered in by the Chaldean king will curse him, because of— 2: 6-8, his covetousness, rapacity. 2: 911, his 

selfishness. 2:12-14, his passion for building, andconsequent oppression. 2:15-17, his delight in conquest. 2:18-19, his 
idolatry. 2:20, Prophet; Let all the world be silent in the presence of Jehovah. 


Sixteenth day. §127. Read (1) the prayer of Habakkuk (ch. 3) for the revival of God’s work and for 
fearlessness in the coming troublous times, and (2) the vision, which has been vouchsafed in answer (vs. 3-15), 
of Jehovah’s manifestation of himself and of his judgment upon the nations; note also (3: 16-17) the descrip- 
tion of the prophet’s terror in view of the approaching calamities, and observe (3: 18-19) the prophet’s joy and 
exultation because of his faith in Jehovah. 
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Seventeenth day. § 128. Read 2 Kings, 24:8-17, and note the invasion of Nebuchadnezzar, the surrender 
of the king, and his removal to Babylon. Likewise 2 Kings 24:18-20, the appointment of Zedekiah and the 
character of his reign. : 


Eighteenth day. §129. In order to secure a better understanding of the condition of things in this period, - 
read carefully the account of the address of Jeremiah to Zedekiah (Jer. 27: 12-15) and the warning to priests and 
people (27:16-22). Remembering that there were many false prophets at this time who predicted the overthrow 
of Babylon, read the very interesting encounter between Jeremiah and Hananiah, in which (1) Hananiah fore- 
tells the breaking of the yoke (28: 1-4), (2) Jeremiah replies and the yoke is broken (28:5~-11), an iron yoke is 
substituted and words of warning uttered by Jeremiah (28: 12-17). 

Nineteenth day. $130. Read the account of Nebuchadnezzar’s final invasion (2 Kings 25:1-2), noting 
that the siege continued during the ninth, tenth and eleventh years of king Zedekiah, and observe the char- 
acter of Jeremiah’s reply (Jer. 21:1-7) to the message of the king sent to him at this critical point. 


Twentieth day. §181. Read in Jer. 22:1-9 the word of the prophet to the royal house concerning (1) the 
requirements of Jehovah, (2) the consequences which will follow compliance with or rejection of these require. 
ments. 


Twenty-first day. § 132. Remembering that Nebuchadnezzar’s army is in front of Jerusalem, and that 
the fate of the city is practically settled, read Jeremiah’s prediction of the return of the remnant (23: 1-4); their 
prosperity and their safety; also his prediction concerning the righteous branch (Jer. 23:5-8) which will be 
placed upon the throne of David and shall prove a saviour to Judah. 

Twenty-Second day. $133. Read Jer. 37:3-15, and note (1) that Jeremiah is still at freedom (v. 4); 
(2) that Nebuchadnezzar’s army temporarily leaves Jerusalem (v. 5); (3) that the king of Judah again takes 
hope although Jeremiah continues to predict the destruction of the city; (4) that the prophet is arrested as a 
deserter and placed in prison. For an account of his condemnation to death read 38:1-6; for his rescue by the 
eunuch 388:7-13; and note how the king still consults him (38: 14-28). 

Twenty-third day. §134. While in prison the message comes to Jeremiah to write a special book of 
comfort based upon the thought (Jer. 30:3) that the times shall be changed and Israel again restored to her 
possessions. Read the words of this book, (1) the distress of the period pictured (30:5-7); (2) promise of relief 
given (vs. 8-11); (3) another description of Judah’s grievous condition (12-15); (4) another prediction of 
restoration, protection, prosperity and honor (16-22). 

Twenty-fourth day. §135. Continue the study of Jeremiah’s book of comfort in chapter 31. Classify 
the thought of 31:1-80 under the two heads of descriptions of present distress and pictures of future 
deliverance and glory, and note how the prophet’s mind goes from one to the other, backward and forward, 
represerting the same thought again and again under different figures. Consider especially the new covenant 
which is to be established (Jer. 31:31-40) and the coming of the time when divine instruction will be written 
upon the heart, and all shall know Jehovah, when Jerusalem will be rebuilt and become inviolable. Notice 
that Jehovah himself is to accomplish the redemption of the people in a most marvelous way, and the new 
dispensation will far outstrip the old in every respect. 


Twenty -fifth day. §136. Note in Jer. 32:1-2 that Nebuchadnezzar’s army returns and again lays siege to 
Jerusalem. That Jeremiah continues to predict the fall of the city (82:3-5); that under these peculiar circum- 
stances, Jeremiah in prison purchases his uncle’s field in Anathoth (32:6-15). Believing the transaction to 
have been ordered by Jehovah, but perplexed and bewildered, the prophet (32:16-25) pours forth his difficulties 
in prayer to Jehovah,—“ Why, if the city is to be destroyed should he have been commanded to purchase this 
field?” Note carefully the messages which he receives from Jehovah: (1) the city of Jerusalem shall be 
destroyed because it has abandoned Jehovah (82:2-35); but (2) the people shall again be restored, and the land 
will once more be fruitful (382:36-44). 


Twenty-sixth day. §137. Read still further, Jer. 33:1-26, the messages of comfort and consolation respect- 
ing the future of the nation, uttered by the prophet while still shut up in prison, the substance of which is, 
Israel shall be restored, Jerusalem shall become a glory, the land shall be full of prosperity, the righteous 
branch shall sit upon. the throne of David; Jehovah’s covenant with David shall be eternal. 


Twenty-seventh day. §138. Read the story of the final destruction of the city as related in Jer. 39:1-14, 
also Jer. 52, also 2 Kes. 25:1-22, and try to realize that at last the words of Jehovah’s prophets which had been 


Ee ces rough many centuries are now fulfilled, since Jerusalem, because of her abandorment of Jehovah, has 
perished. 


Twenty-eighth day. §139. Read Psalm 89, which very definitely presents the thought of the righteous 
who lived in these troublous times. This thought is twofold: (1) (vs. 3-87) a recalling of the words of Jehovah 
uttered repeatedly that David’s seed shall be established forever, and his people given greatest prosperity; but 
in contrast with this promise (2) (vs. 388-51) the terrible reality that God has cast off his people, given their 
enemies the supremacy over them, heaped upon them reproach. How are all these promises to be reconciled 
with this situation ? 


Twenty-ninth day. §140. Read a presentation of this same line of thought in Ps. 132, and note the confi- 
dence which still exists in spite of the distress and ruin which have come upon them. 


Thirtieth day. Remembering (1) that all the prophetic utterances of this period connect themselves with 
the destruction of Jerusalem because of Judah’s sin, (2) that in the mind of the prophet the immediate future 
contains only darkness and distress, note that the prophet’s mind rises above and beyond all these, and pictures 
more vividly and more definitely than ever before the kingdom of the future with (a) return from captivity, (b) 
restoration of glory and prosperity, (c) enlargement of Judah’s kingdom over the nations of the earth, (@) estab- 
lishment of David’s seed upon the throne, (e) the constitution of a new covenant which shall replace the old, 
and which shall be as immovable as the order of the seasons. Consider whether it is possible to interpret these 
wonderful predictions in any other way than of the New Testament times? 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS. 


READ CAREFULLY.— Answer questions, as far as possible, from memory. Then take your Bible and review with the 
questions in mind, revising your answers as you read, Should you wish to work for a certificate. duplicate blanks for these 
questions will be sent on application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, Ill., enclosing two-cent stamp. Blanks for 
the entire course will be sent at once. Any person sending in the nine papers for the year will receive a certificate. 


1. Describe the religious conditions in Judah during the two reigns succeeding that of Hezekiah............. 
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2. What prophet preaches early in the reign of Josiah, while wickedness and idolatry still prevail ?........... 


3. Give the substance of his threat, his exhortation and his promise.............. Rear ic cieted HC ie Re cusses ota 
4, What younger prophet appears at this time and preaches in the same vein? .............. . cece eee eee ees 
5. Give some details of the reformation during the reign of Josiah : (a) its immediate cause ...... SEE ACE Sone 

(b) the events following the cause................ see eeee sees eee ceeee ACURA seanies ‘ ihe hes hats te 
6. State briefly the substance of the contents of the Book which was found.............-....... Bey fares beers tis 
7. How long did the reformation Lapa oUOKDy HAL Ty oEhe, lovkonuved eM NG We) EYAL CIOL fe5 cGGi3G oo Coad Sonos aasou Bd00 oO nitGD oc 


9. What then became the two prevailing themes in the addresses of Jeremiah ?..............eeeeee eee eee 56 
10. Give some of the figures used by Jeremiah in picturing the coming judgment...... POO Nocera Gotee pig 
11. What is the special message of the prophet Habakkuk? .................-0000. she ake eietelevateranoriclel che meichetere pot 
12. What nation is to be used by Jehovah as a rod of punishment for Judah in this period? ................. 
13. Were the sins of Judah in this period such as are unknown or uncommon at the present day ?............ 
14. What message does Jeremiah bring to the righteous ones in Judah in this period of suspense? .... are 
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15. What definite demand does Jehovah make of the royal house, and what long foretold event follows the 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 


N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each of the nine question sheets in the year’s 
course will receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions may be studied previously, but 
must be answered from memory. 
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2. Are we to suppose that the work of the nation was at an end because Jerusalem has been destroyed, and 


its inhabitants carried into captivity ? 
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5. Take each section title in the month’s work which is wholly or in part printed in black type, and give a 
reason why it should be selected as a special “foreshadowing.” ........... 0... 000 eee c ce cece ceee cece veneer 


Se dia elb, is 616 = ais 016 6 6.0 Bs, 010 © 0.8 )¢ 0) 0 10/660 00.0) 0 60.0) 6\'0)0 0 0», os 8 


A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


Among the many good things said at the recent Convention for the Improvement of Religious Education 
were the forcible words of President Rhees of Rochester University. I am presenting a portion of them to you 
this month, feeling that they cannot fail to give some help and stimulus to the members of the Institute. 

“The object of religious education is to beget in the children who are taught living conceptions for them- 
selves, controling their lives, of God, of duty, and of destiny. Having this conception of religious education in 
mind, then, what has the modern historical study of the Bible to say to the general subject of religious educa- 
tion? It has to say, as I understand the matter, first, that the Bible is the natural text-book for such study of 
religion. It is the natural text-book, because, in the first place, it furnishes the mind with the facts of the religious 
development of the people from whom we have our heritage, through whom there has come to civilized human- 
ity the highest reach of the religious life and spirit which we have yet attained. It is the natural text-book for 
education in religion, because it furnishes the children whom we would instruct with the best material for under- 
standing the facts of religious life and the facts of those conceptions of God and duty and destiny which have hal- 
lowed the lives of other men and which have led them in their paths of right and duty. 

“More than that, the historical study of the Scriptures in the modern sense says to education in religion, 
the Bible is the natural text-book for that education, because it more than anything else is competent to awaken 
in the child those conceptions for himself of God and duty and destiny which are really the aim and end of 
religious education. In making this statement in regard to the modern historical study in its relation to reli- 
gious education, the fact has already been mentioned that religion, the religion of Israel, culminating in Chris- 
tianity, is a growth, and it is a growth of experience of the human soul with God. As we read the Bible we 
find that we are dealing with the lives of men, strong, passionate men, who by some process or other have 
come under the dominion of the thought of God, have been brought into the path of duty, as they conceived 
duty, have linked their souls with God in order to attain success in that path of duty, and have found their 
life’s balance and concept in the destiny which they believed was involved in God and the duty which they were 
seeking to attain. 

“Modern historical study would say next, as I understand the religious instruction of the day, that our 
religion is not the religion of a book. This it emphasizes, because the immediate past has furnished us an idea 
that such is the case. The post-Reformation period set before the man as his ultimate authority an infallible 
book. It did this to have an ultimate standard of appeal before which all the ideas, theories, doctrines, and 
modes of life could be brought for judgment. It was a very convenient mode of estimating the statements con- 
cerning religious thought, and that idea very rapidly took possession of the minds of the Church. Modern his- 
torical study of the Bible has discovered another thing, namely, that the religion of a book is precisely that thing 
which Jesus had to contend with in his ministry against the scribes. God had spoken in one law; the business of 
the religious teacher was simply to interpret that law; the law stood for God, it was between the soul and God. 
That was the wineskin in which the old wine was held, and it held the old wine with great satisfaction. The 
peculiarity of the mission of Jesus and of his apostles was expressed similarly in that word of his, that the new 
wine is too strong for the old wineskins and the thing he had to shatter was the idea of the religion of a book. 

“Modern historical study of the Bible lifts its voice in protest against the conception that Christianity is the 
religion of a book. It adds a word of great value when it asserts that it is a religion with a book. What do we 
mean when we say Christianity is a religion with a book? We mean that the Bible furnishes the natural springs 
for the development of the ideas of God, of duty, and destiny which are essential to the development of religious 
life. It does this because it is the record of religious life. What are those passages of the Bible which most 
often appeal to the human spirit? For instance, there come before the memory Moses’ vision of God; the 
Deuteronomic command, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart’; Isaiah’s vision; ‘the soul that 
sinneth shall die’; the thirteenth chapter of Corinthians; nearly every word of Jesus. They belong to the human 
spirit and they are the utterances of life, and that is the reason why the Bible offers the natural spring out of 
which the true concepts of God, of duty, and destiny will be developed by the mind, the soul, that is given the 
opportunity to contemplate them. 

“The whole study of the Bible historically is not the study of archeology; it is not investigation of things 
that are past and belong to museums; it is the study of life, and it is because a life breathes there, the life which 
by the providence of God was led into the deepest knowledge of the things unseen, that the Bible is the natural 
and best source for bringing out in the consciousness these conceptions of God, duty, and destiny which are 
essential to religious education. 

“In the third place, the Bible is so intimately identified with Christianity that we can call our religion the 
religion with the book, because it furnishes to us still a standard. The Bible is a standard because it is before 
us constantly, showing us the matchless development of the well-balanced religion. The world shows many 
eee many extremes, but the tendency of development is steadily and clearly toward the sanity and balance 
of Jesus. : 

‘‘Modern historical study of the Bible therefore offers to modern religious education the Bible as the record 
of God’s development among men of a religious life, and therefore the best stimulus for exciting in individuals 
a corresponding religious life; the standard to which the impulses of all religious life may be brought for test- 
ing; the guiding influence to which we may turn every time when we seem to be oppressed by the authority 
peri hea of human thinking and go out into the free places of the soul’s liberty in the presence of the Most 

igh.’ 

We trust that these words may awaken in us a stronger sense of our privilege in being counted among those 
who are learning to know the Bible in this large and helpful way. 


ANALYTICAL OUTLINE. 


PART VII. § 150. The sufferings of a faithful servant. 
FORESHADOWINGS FROM THE TIME OF THE BABYLO- Psalm 40. 
NIAN EXILE. § 151. Jehovah’s servant shall surely be comforted and 
§ 141. The work of Ezekiel. protected. 
Ezek. 1:1-3. : Isa. 41:8-14. 
§ 142. Israel to be restored and united in spirit. § 152. The servant to receive spiritual blessing. 
Ezek. 11:14-20. Isa. 41: 15-20. 
§ 143. The cedar-twig; faithful Israel restored. § 153. The mission of the servant. 
Ezek. 1722-24. Bee 
§ 144. The approaching calamity. § 154. The servant shall be redeemed and restored. 
Ezek. 20:1; 21: 24-27. Isa. 42:24, 25; 43:1-13 


(The fall of Jerusalem occurs between these two § 155. The act of redemption greater than the exodus 
sections. See § 138.) from Egypt 


§ 145. The faithful shepherd. Tea. 43;14-21, 
Ezek. 34:11-31. § 156. Israel’s seed shall be blessed. 

§ 146. The resurrection of dry bones. Isa. 43: 26-28; 4431-5. 
Ezek. 37:1-14 Se ie é 

! Y § 157. The servant’s description of his e i 

§ 147. The reunion of israel (North and South). commission. , Rear Nici 
Ezek. 37 :15-28. Isa. 49 ;1-13. 

§ 148. The judgment against Gog and Magog; the  g 158, The humiliation and exaltation of the servant. 

blessing and restoration of Israel. Isa. 52:13-53:12. 

Ezek. 39 ch. 


A 1 Nore.—In the preceding outline, the section titles printed 
§ 149. The sufferings of a faithful servant; the glories in black type indicate the direct line of foreshadowings, while 
of the messianic kingdom. those in ordinary type present the historical background and 

Psalm 22. - the intervening events. 


. SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY. 


(NorE.—The section numbers refer to the sections of the preceding Outline. The suggestions on the study of each d 
though by no means covering all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps bernecessaey ene. 
after. In later sheets the student will be thrown more upon his own responsibility. 


Abbreviations: C., Chart; M., Map; R.V., Revised Version of the Bible; A.V., Authorized or Old Version of the Bible; cf., com- 
pare; i. e., that is; ff., following. reat 


First day. §141. Read once more the account of Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion, 2 Kgs. 24:8-20, and note that 
Ezekiel is carried into captivity with Jehoiachin' (Ezek. 1: 1-3), and preaches to the captives by the river Chebar. 

Second day. Endeavor to realize (1) that during the decade before the fall of Jerusalem the Jews in 
captivity were constantly expecting restoration to home and prosperity; (2) that the Jews in Jerusalem in 
their self-confidence regarded their brethren in captivity as driven out by the hand of God because of their 
special sins, arrogantly assuming to themselves a superiority; (3) that during this period, and subsequently, 
idolatry was carried on both in Jerusalem and Babylon; (4) that the people are filled with a superstitious con- 
fidence that God, who had pledged himself to them, will not allow the city to be destroyed, and the false 
prophets in great numbers are supporting these delusions, and encouraging idolatry. 

Third day. § 142. Remembering now that Ezekiel is preaching out of this situation, and knows the will 
of God concerning the future, read ch. 11: 14-20, and note (1) the assumption of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
(v.15); (2) the promise that Jehovah will gather his people together and restore them to the land (vs. 16, 17) ; 
(3) that he will remove all abominations and give them one spirit that they may obey him (vs. 18-20). Consider 
now whether this was fulfilled when the Jews in later times were restored, or whether the ideal of a renewed 
heart and spirit is so high as to find fulfillment only in the coming of Jesus Christ. 

Fourth day. §143. Recalling the figure of the vine, in Ps. 80 and Micah 4, read Ezek. 17: 22-24, in which, 
under the figure of a cedar twig, is given a description of the restoration of the faithful Israel. However small 
the remnant, it is entitled to all the promises that have been made to the nation. This twig shall become a 
great cedar. 

Fifth day. $144. Remembering that it is now the seventh year of the captivity, two years before the 
beginning of the siege of Jerusalem (Ezek. 20:1) and that the judgment upon the city is soon to be meted out, 
read the words of sentence (21: 24-27) which describe the deposition of the king and priests from their offices, 
the ruin which is coming upon the kingdom, and in which the kingdom shall remain until “he comes whose 
right it is.” 

Sixth day. Read once more the account of the fall of Jerusalem, Jer. 39:1-14, ch. 52, 2 Kgs. 25: 
1-22 (§ 138), and consider the effect which this must have produced upon the Jews who were in captivity at 
the time of the destruction. Would they not become despondent and downcast? Distinguish between the 
discouragement of those who had no particular love for Jerusalem and Jehovah, and those who had always been 
faithful to Jehovah, believing implicitly in his promises. 

Seventh day. $145. Now that Jerusalem has fallen, note the change in Hzekiel’s tone (his sermons before 
the destruction being full of warnings of coming judgment, his sermons after the destruction being character- 
ized by mercy) and read the account of the faithful Shepherd, Ezek. 34: 11-31. This Shepherd, Jehovah, will 
bring together his scattered sheep (vs. 11, 12), take them back to their own land and feed them (vs. 13-22), place 
over them a new shepherd, David (vs. 23, 24), and establish with them a new covenant (vs. 25-31). 

Bighth day. §146. Read Ezek. 37:1-14, and note (1) the description of the valley of dry bones (vs. 1-3): 
which represents the nation of Israel as dead; (2) the promise of God to breathe new life into the dead bones, 


tNot Jehoikim, as stated through a typographical error in the study for last month. 
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that is, the dead nation (vs. 4-7); (3) the fulfillment of the promise in the resurrection of the dry bones, that is 
the restoration of the nation, the resurrection in which Jehovah manifests his power and presence (vs, 7-14). 


Ninth day. §147. Read Ezek. 37: 15-28, in which (1) under the figure of two sticks the reunion of Israel 
north and south is predicted (vs. 15-20); (2) the restoration of Israel as a nation is promised, and in connection 
with this restoration, purity of mind, the establishment of the throne of David, the making of an everlasting 
covenant (vs. 21-28). 


Tenth day. §148. Read Ezekiel’s wonderful description of the judgment of Jehovah against the nations 
at whose head stands Gog (39: 1-24) (for other utterances on the same subject see chapter 38), and note that the 
purposes of these world-judgments is the setting of Jehovah’s glory among the nations, and a better understand- 
ing on the part of the nations and of Israel of the meaning of Israel’s captivity (vs. 22-24). But now, note 
further (39:25-29), that while the nations of the earth shall perish, Jehovah will pour out his spirit upon his 
people, and restore them to their land. Is this promise of restoration fulfilled in the return of the Jews after 
the seventy years of captivity? Does it refer to a literal restoration of the Jews as they are today scattered upon 
the face of the earth, or is there still another possible meaning ? 


Eleventh day. Glance back over the suggestions for the preceding days,and note that Ezekiel’s one 
thought is that of restoration of the Israelitish nation, or in other words, the establishment of the kingdom of 
God. Try to appreciate the meaning of these utterances to those who first heard them. Could they have meant 
anything else than going back to Jerusalem ? But, on the other hand, note that the actual return to Jerusalem 
by no means fulfilled these representations, since the kingdom of God was something greater even than the 
prcphet himself conceived. 


Twelfth day. Imagine yourself a faithful Jew in captivity. When living in Jerusalem before its 
destruction you were loyal to the worship of Jehovah, having never been guilty of idolatry. But notwithstand- 
ing your faithfulness you are nowin captivity. Your sufferings are intense, since you are driven away from 
home and native land, and deprived of the opportunity to worship your God. Your brethren on every side 
reproach you because of the inability of the God whom you serve to relieve your sufferings. Your anguish is 
increased because you believe this suffering to have been sent upon you by your God. Why has he deserted 
you? Why has he driven you away, and placed you in the power of your enemies? Had you sinned against 
him? No. Why was your property distributed to your enemies? Why are they allowed to revile you? Had 
you been faithless to Jehovah? No. What then is the reason of your suffering? The sins of your nation. 
For because Israel abandoned Jehovah, Israel is now in captivity. Are you then suffering because of others’ 
sins and not because of your own sins? Yes. Do those Israelites who have been faithless to Jehovah suffer 
because of the captivity? Did they care for the temple worship, or for Jehovah? No. Are they well situated 
in Babylon? Yes. Are their souls tried today because Jehovah has abandoned them? No; for they had 
already abandoned Jehovah. Are they suffering? No. Who really suffers? Those who sinned against 
Jehovah, or you who have always been faithful to Jehovah? But what is to be the outcome? Is it necessary 
that you continue to suffer with those who had sinned, and because of their sins, in order that the future may 
bring a fulfillment of the great promises of Jehovah? If now in distress you turn away from Jehovah will 
there be any remnant to whom the promises may be fulfilled? Are you then suffering in order to secure future 
blessings to those who are to follow you? 


Thirteenth day. $149. If now youand your immediate friends are in the midst of such suffering, isit stra.ze 
that you sometimes become discouraged, and wonder whether Jehovah may not have abandoned you? Ifso, what 
kind of a message from Jehovah, through a prophet, would be appropriate? Evidently oneof comfort. Imagin- 
ing yourself to be such a one, read Ps. 22:1-21, which (1) furnishes a description of the sufferings, physical and 
intellectual, of the faithful Israelites at the time of the captivity, (2) pictures also the sufferings of him who, in 
a much stricter sense, suffered and died because of the sins of others, and in order to secure the future to those 
who were faithful to God. Note that in some sense the faithful Jews suffering in captivity were types of the 
® eat sufferer, and that consequently words are used which are applicable to both. 


Fourteenth day. Read, in striking contrast with this picture of wretchedness and suffering, Ps. 22:1-21, 
the description of the future glory of the Messianic kingdom, Ps. 22:22-31. 


Fifteenth day. §150. From the same point of view, remembering that you have been forsaken by God, 
yet are maintaining your faith in the wisdom of his ways, read Ps. 40:1-11, which tells how great an effort has 
been made to do the will of God, and how great is the writer’s trust in Jehovah, but also vs. 12-17, in which he 
tells how, in spite of his faithfulness to Jehovah, he is distressed and disturbed by those about him. Similar 
representations may be read in Ps. 69 and 70. 


Sixteenth day. §151. Remembering now that the nation Israel was sent to convey a divine message to 
the whole world, that the nation itself has sinned grievously and is being punished, but that a holy remnant still 
exists, which is faithful to Jehovah and to its mission, read the message of Jehovah to his servant Israel whom 
he had commissioned to do for him this work for the world,— a message delivered through Isaiah and intended 
for a time when the servant would be discouraged and downcast, ‘Isa. 41:8-14. 


. . 7 . . 

Seventeenth day. § 152. Understanding that the servant of Jehovah is the agency through which he is to 
introduce a new religion into the world, it will be seen that this agency may at different times assume different 
forms. These are (1) the nation Israel sent by Jehovah as his servant to teach a message concerning the true 
God, (2) that portion of Israel which, in spite of the wickedness of the nation as a whole, remained faithful, and 
whom we may call the “remnant” of spiritual Israel, (3) that ideal servant, the outcome of the Israelitish 
history, who gathered up in himself the great service which God wished to have performed for the world, and 
who therefore was in a peculiar sense the servant of the Lord, —Jesus Christ, 

Remembering (a) that the prophet had in mind sometimes one form of this idea, at other times another, 
that perhaps most frequently he was thinking of the second, although upon occasions of greatest interest he 
referred to the third, and (0) that after all the three stand together and may not be separated one from 
another, since in a true sense a portion of the service was rendered by the Israclitish nation, a portion by the 
remnant, and a portion by the Christ, read Isa. 41:15-20, in which this servant is represented, (1) as an instru- 

Some interpreters understand the last twenty-seven chapters of the book of Isaiah to have been uttered originally by the 
Isaiah who lived in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, that is, from about 740 to 700 B.C. It is agreed, however, that 
these messages, if delivered at this time, were intended for the people of the captivity, a century anda half later. Isaiah, having fore- 
told the captivity in prophecy after prophecy, in his last years prepares the book of comfort and consolation which shall be the source 
of encouragement, to faithful Israel in the midst of this great calamity. Other interpreters prefer to think that these chapters, the 
most spiritual and the most beautiful of all the Old Testament prophecies, were uttered_by a prophet or prophets who lived in tha 
midst of the captivity, and preached directly to the people who were thus suffering. In either case the thought is in general the 


same (viz., comfort), and the sermons are intended primarily for the Babylonian captives. The reader may adopt whichever of these 
views seems to him preferable. It willin no way affect the real meaning. 
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ment of destruction, bringing ruin upon his enemies, (2) poor and needy and thirsty, but to receive spiritual 
blessings of every kind, and (3) note the purpose of it all, v. 20. 


Eighteenth day. _ § 153. Read Isa. 42:1-13, in which the prophet speaks still further of the servant: (1) My 
servant will work quietly until his great work has been accomplished, vs. 1-4 (2) I, the God of the world, have 
chosen him to be a covenant and a light to open eyes and to heal, vs. 5-7, (3) I pledge my honor that this 
shall come to pass, vs. 8, 9, (4) in view of this great event in the world’s history let a new song be sung, let the 
world rejoice, vs. 10-14. 


Nineteenth day. §154. Read Isa. 42:24, 25, which describes the condition of things in the time of the 
captivity. Israel given over for a spoil because she has sinned; suffering the effects of Jehovah’s anger. But 
shall Jehovah always remain angry? Will there come a time when his servant shall be lifted up out of 
wretchedness? Read 43:1-13 in which the promise is given: (1) that Israel shall be redeemed, vs. 1, 2; (2) that 
nations shall be paid as ransom for Israel, vs. 3,4; (3) that they shall be gathered back from all quarters, vs. 
5-9; (4) all shall know that I, Jehovah, am God, vs. 10-13. 


Twentieth day. §155. Recalling once more the position of the people in the midst of Babylon, read (1) 
Isa. 43:14, 15 in which the prophet announces the destruction of Babylon in order that Israel may be redeemed, 
(2) vs. 16-18, the command uttered by the Jehovah of the Exodus that the deliverance long ago from Egypt be 
forgotten in view of the greater deliverance which is about to be wrought out, (3) vs. 19-21, because a new and 
wonderful thing is about to be performed in order that Israel, Jehovah’s people, may set forth his praise. 


Twenty-first day. § 156. Read Isa. 43:26-28 which informs us again why Jacob had become a curse 
and Israel a reviling (take the marginal reading of the R. V. of v. 28) and then contrast with this in Isa. 44 :1-5, 
the promise of Jehovah to Jacob his servant that the seed of Israel shall be blessed, and the heathen shall 
esteem it an honor to be reckoned of the Israelites. 


Twenty-second day. §157. Read now the servant’s own description of his sad experience and his com- 
mission in the form of a soliloquy in 49:1-13: (1) God has appointed me to be his servant, his arrow, his sword, 
vs. 1-3; (2) because, although dejected, I exercised faith in him, he rewarded me by appointing me not simply 
to Israel, but to all the world, vs. 4-6; (3) though now despised and abhorred the time is coming when kings 
shall bow down to me. With the aid of God I shall serve as a light to the Gentiles. Israel shall be delivered 
and returned, and heaven and earth shall rejoice, vs. 7-13. 


Twenty-third day. Think back over the readings of t? > last six days, and note the uniformity of thought 
and situation. Hverywhere the servant is in distress and in need of encouragement. Everywhere encourage- 
ment is given. What is the nature of the encouragement? (1) That the present situation of reproach, reviling 
and suffering shall be changed, (2) that Jehovah will again show his power by restoring Israel, (3) that deserts 
shall be made rivers, the waste places fruitful, (4) that the work which God gave the servant to do shall surely 
be accomplished. That this work was the establishment of the true religion for both Israel and the Gentiles, 
(5) that it included also the opening the eyes of the blind, and the healing of the lame. Were these promises 
in some feeble sense fulfilled when Israel was restored from the Babylonian captivity to Jerusalem? Yes. 
But how far short this fell of their true and full significance. In a fuller and better sense these representations 
found their fulfillment in the ushering in of the new dispensation. The commission which God gave to the 
nation Israel was handed down to the Christian church through its founder and leader, Jesus Christ. and 
Christianity today is making effort to do the work originally assigned to Israel. 


Twenty-fourth day. § 158. We come now to the most sublime of all the pictures of the suffering servant. 
It should be noted, however, that in every case the sufferings have been depicted in order by way of contrast to 
represent more vividly the glorious and exalted condition which was to follow. Having in mind now the three- 
fold sense in which the prophet uses at various times the word “servant,” read 52:13, which furnishes the theme 
of the section 52:13-53:12. What is this theme? My servant shall be exalted very high. It is therefore, after 
all, the exaltation of the servant rather than his humiliation which forms the climax of the passage ; but go one 
step further and read an expansion of this theme in 52: 14, 15, My servant shall pass through a period of shame 
and reproach, but after this kings will acknowledge his greatness. Here in the expanded form the humiliation 
is indicated, and in contrast with it the exaltation. Study these three verses as the heading of the chapter 
which is to follow. 

Twenty-fifth day. Read Isa. 53: 1-3 and note (1) that the servant is not recognized, since no one 
believes the report which has been given of him, and no one saw in his coming the indication of the power of 
Jehovah. Why was he not recognized? -(2) Because he grew up as a sucker, that is something superfluous; as 
a root out of dry ground, that is without juice or sap; with no comeliness or beauty, and consequently (3) he 
was despised and deserted. This was the estimation in which he was held by those about him who did not 
understand his mission. 

Twenty-siath day. Read Isa. 53: 4-6, and consider in contrast with the misunderstandings described 
in the preceding verse the real facts in the case, viz., he was suffering, to be sure, but only for the sins of others, 
and indeed for the sins of those very same persons who, in their blindness, regarded him as stricken with lep- 
rosy. It was they who had gone astray, while on him the iniquity was laid. Compare once more the real situ- 
ation with what was supposed to be the case, as described in vs. 1-3. 

Twenty-seventh day. Read Isa. 53:7-9 and note how he was treated, and how he bore the treatment. 
The servant was treated rigorously without complaining ; he was treated unjustly, and yet his contemporaries 
did not see that he was suffering for his people. His end was an inglorious one. 

Twenty-eighth day. Go back now and compare carefully (1) the theme of the chapter and its expan- 
sion. The servant’s exaltation after his humiliation, 52: 13-15, (2) the way in which the matter appeared 
to those who misunderstood the whole case, Isa. 53 : 1-4, (3) the real explanation of the facts: the servant was 
suffering for the sins of others, Isa. 53:4, 5. 6; (4) the harsh treatment whieh the servant suffered, and notwith- 
standing this, his patient endurance, 53:7-9. Endeavor now to see whether these statements would be in any 
sense true if applied to spiritual Israel suffering in captivity, and in a fuller sense to the sufferings of the Christ. 

Twenty-ninth day. Read Isa. 53:10-12 and note the climax. In return for the sufferings of the servant 
God has purposed to prolong his days, to accomplish through him a divine work. He, the servant, will 
render many righteous; he will receive a great reward; he will be treated as a conqueror. Now contrast this 
description of the servant’s exaltation with the previous description of his humiliation, and note that even if 
these words are used primarily of spiritual Israel and the return to Jerusalem as a reward for faithfulness dur- 
ing the captivity, the real significance is to be found in the exaltation of the Son of Man who is after all the 


ideal servant. 


REVIEW QUESTIONS. 


READ CAREFULLY.— Answer questions, as far as possible, from memorv. Then take your Bible and review with the 

questions in mind, revising your answers as you read. Should you wish to work for a certificate, duplicate blanks for these 

uestions will be sent on application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, Ill., enclosing two-cent stamp. Blanks for 
the entire course will be sent at once. Any person sending in nine papers for the year will receive a certificate. 


1. In what country did Ezekiel deliver his message, and how did he come to be there?........ ......eeee seer 
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3. What was the attitude of the Jews who remained in Jerusalem toward those of their nation who were in 
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4. What was the purport of Ezekiel’s message, (a) before the fall of Jerusalem? .......... aig! tiaieteteis Susie ecuemmieleiete 
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5: (a) What was the special significance to the captive Jews of the promises of restoration ?...............0.- 


Ol ONe! Oe ele, 06 4\0 6160) 6(6 4 6, @ 1016 & 6 6.07080) 006.6 6 00 6 Ss) 0) ea 0e'.0\6, sie) 00 076 (© 8 02) D181 6/016 68 een (ce sis 6 00 @ sere ee tere ee ene ee a ie) 


(b) What deeper significance have these promises in the light of New Testament history ? ............. ee. 


6. (a) Picture briefly the probable sufferings of the faithful Jews in captivity after the fall of Jerusalem, 
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8. Name some of the figures under which Ezekiel portrays the mercy of Jehovah and his power to fulfill his 
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9. Through what prophet does Jehovah transmit to his people in captivity the most spiritual and encouraging 
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10. Under what name does the prophet indicate the great mission of the nation Israel ?..................000. 


11. Name the three ways in which Isaiah applies this term and show how each is appropriate................ 
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15. From our point of view to what time do many of these promises unmistakably refer, and upon whom was 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 


N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each of the nine question sheets in the year’s 
course will receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions may be studied previously, but 


must be answered from memory. 


1. How does it seem to you that the Jews in captivity must have interpreted the prophetic promises given 
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5. Were these prophecies then fulfilled when the Jews were returned to Jerusalem or are they still in process 
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A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


The question is asked in some quarters today, “Is the Bible really necessary to the life of the church and 
the individual ?’ Why should such a question arise? What does it mean that the question should be put? 
The intellectual and spiritual situation which prompts it is undoubtedly due to the widely extended uncer- 
tainty concerning the true doctrine of Scripture. Criticism is responsible in part for this uncertainty. The 
mere possibility of approaching the Bible from this point’ of view, of challenging it concerning its right to 
speak authoritatively in this or that sphere, tends to unsettle men’s minds. Another fruitful source of uncer- 
tainty lies in the influence exerted by the new light thrown on other religions and other sacred books, for 
which similar claims are made. Is the Bible one among these bibles? Can it demand a higher place, a unique 
place? The tendency of all such investigation and comparison is simply to suggest to some earnest men this 
way out of the difficulty —the assertion that the Bible is not basal after all, not indispensable to Christianity. 

_ Another cause as potent, in fact more potent, lies nearer to the heart and conscience of the people. It is 
this: that wrong use of Scripture by the teachers and leaders of the church has belittled its authority. Thus 
men have, in one case, rejected it, but in larger numbers practically concluded that Christianity is better off 
by putting the Bible in a subordinate place. To speak plainly and simply there are multitudes of Christian 
people in whose lives the Bible plays a very secondary part. It is not vital in their Christian experience. 
No doubt, they have a reverence for it, and read it. No doubt they receive it second-hand, and filtered through 
another mind, from the Christian preacher. But there are many other elements of the Christian system 
which are much more central and powerful in sustaining their Christian vitality. Why? Because of the facts 
just mentioned. Partly the indefiniteness and uncertainty of the place which is left to the Bible, after the 
assaults of criticism, and in the midst of other scriptures. But primarily and mainly because of the misuse 
of the Bible, whereby it has not been made to unite itself to life, has not been coérdinated with their com 
mon sense, their mental and spiritual observation. They find that they can get along without it. Then 
comes the theorist and manufactures a doctrine which justifies them in their practices. Thus this age has 
seen the rise of various schools of thought which, in many respects, differ as widely as possible, but agree in 
this, that the Bible is not essential to successful Christian living. 

These theories are all wrong and these practices are surely to end in disaster. The feeling which prompts 
them cannot but be temporary, and will pass away with sober reflection and more careful study. We cannot 
get along without the Bible. Scripture has a radical, a fundamental service to do for religion. Take, for 
example, three of its more important features and ask their message for the present age: (1) The delineation 
of the life of Christ contained in the gospels is of perennial importance, and a careful study of it is funda- 
mental to Christian knowledge and experience. Without constant return to its marvelous pictures, its vivid 
and accurate details, the church plunges off into false views of the true Christian character, or into an emphasis 
of doctrine as over against life, resulting in a weak and juiceless type of service. (2) Another element is the 
Messianic prophecy, which, with its ideal pictures of the future, holds before the church in all ages a higher 
possibility of achievement centering in the fuller manifestation of the Christ—a service simply indispensable 
to a growing Christianity, relieving it from the danger of narrowness, pointing it onward and upward, for- 
bidding it to be satisfied with any one type of excellence already attained. (3) The biblical history, with its 
unexampled series of failures and successes carried through under a constant sense of Divine guidance, is 
equally of permanent value to men. It is here that the Bible is more clearly unique. Other bibles are not only 
without the historic spirit; they lack, above all, the religio-historic spirit of the Old and New Testament 
Scriptures. If it is to be guided thus by the typical experiences of the past to an ideal future, the church 
must needs hold fast to the Bible. If, in and through the past and the future, it is to attain to the supreme 
ideal of character, it must hold fast to the biblical Christ. The church, the individual, cannot do without the 
Bible. Its presence and power are indispensable to existence, not to speak of progress. Si : 

There is a real good to come out of these forces and influences which eeem to be undermining the Bible. 
They will, in the end, really strengthen its hold upon men. They are to bring out in what the real strength 
of the Scripture consists. They are to emphasize its peculiar uniqueness, not as it is interpreted by 
the doctors, but as it is illuminated by the facts of other religions and the investigations of science. The 
wrong uses to which Scripture has been put, the wrong tests which have been applied to it, the false glory in 
which it has been enveloped —all receive no mercy at the hands of facts such as wide study presents. But the 
permanent elements do not suffer, and it is just these which make the Bible indispensable and essential to the 
Christian. It must and will be brought into more vital relation to men and it will be seen more and more to 
contain the essence of all that the world needs in the way of principles of social, national, and individual life, 
in their religious aspect, placed in concrete and vital shape for the nourishment of the world. 

In view of these facts do you not feel it incumbent upon you personally to give so much of your strength 
and enthusiasm as is possible to the advancement of the great movement in favor of Bible study in which by 
your present work you are sharing? Let us all strive together with the common purpose to make the Bible the 
most widely read, the most carefully followed, the most heartily loved book in the universe of the God whom 
it reveals, 


ANALYTICAL OUTLINE. 


* PART VIL. § 167. The approach of Jehovah, the reception of the 
glad news. Isa. 52: 7-12. 
FORESHADOWINGS FROM THE TIME OF THE BABYLONIAN 5 
EXILE (continued). § 168. Israel restored; the present situation changed, 
§ 159. The new Covenant with Israel. Pubme poate epee 
Tsp, 53: § 169. Universal acceptance of Jehovah. 
§ 160. Some characteristics of the ideal future. Isa, 56:6-7. 
Isa. 58:1-14, § 170. The Song of the Glorified Zion. 
§ 161. Israel's wickedness; Jehovah himself enters fen acta 
upon the conflict. Isa. 59: 1-21. §171. The glory of the New Jerusalem. 
Isa, 62:1-12. 
§ 162. The mission of the servant. Isa. 61. § 172. The new heavens and the new earth. 
: Luke 4: 17-22. Isa. 65: 17-235. 
§ 163. Jehovah’s redemption of Zion; itsnearapproach 173. A picture of the future Jerusalem. 
: Isa. 40:1-11. Isa. 66 5-21. 
$164. This redemption has been promised long ago and. §174. The image of the stone. 
; . ‘ Daniel 2: 31-45. 
is certain. Isa. 45 ; 21-25. 


§ 165. Israel, in spite of her sins, shall be delivered. 9175. ‘The Beasts and the Son of Man. 


Isa. 48: 17-22 Daniel 7:4-18, 
ie: ; § 176. The last times and the resurrection. 
§ 166. Jehovah cannot forget Zion. She shall be restored. Daniel 9 : 24-27; 
Isa, 49: 14-23, 12 :1-3; 10-13 


Nore.—In the preceding outline, the section titles printed in black type indicate the direct line of foreshadowings, while those 
in ordinary type present the historical background and the intervening events. 


SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY. 


Norre.—The section numbers refer to the sections of the preceding Outline. The suggestions of the study of each day, though 
by no means covering all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps be necessary hereafter. 
In later sheets the student will be thrown more upon his own responsibility. 


Abbreviations: C., Chart; M., Map; R. V., Revised Version of the Bible; A. V., Authorized or Old Version of the Bible; 
cf., compare; i. e., that i is; ff., ‘following. 


First day. Recall how in the representations of the Messianic times in connection with the royal veriod, 
in each case the uppermost idea was that of royalty (cf. Pss. 110, 2,72). Remember also the prevalence of 
the idea of restoration after an impending calamity in the utterances of the early Assyrian times when Israel’s 
prophets foresaw the coming of the Assyrian army (cf. Amos 9:10-15). Recall, on the other hand the emphasis 
laid upon the idea of Jehovah’s servant in the passages of the preceding month in which the true servant is 
represented as the agency employed by God to introduce the true religion to the world. This agency was at 
one time the Israelitish nation, at another that portion of the nation which remained true to Jehovah, at 
another that ideal servant who should at some future time accomplish fully the plan of God. In view of this 
consider whether the Foreshadowings of the Christ in each particular period did not take on a form and color. 
ing peculiar to the age. 


Second day. §159. Remembering what seems to be the highest point reached by the prophet in his 
description of Jehovah’s servant in Isaiah 52:13—53:12, read Isaiah 55 and group the ideas of the chapter 
around the following heads: (1) A new covenant with Israel, (2) the basis of the covenant in promises made to 
David (cf. 2 Sam. 7:11~-16), (3) those to whom the invitation is extended, (4) the importance of accepting the 
invitation at once, (5) the certainty of the fulfillment of Jehovah’s promises, (6) the redemption which is coming 
and the world-wide rejoicing connected with it. 


Third day. §160. Read Isa. 58:1-14 and consider (1) the striking contrast drawn between false fasting 
(vs. 1-5) and true fasting (vs. 6, 7) and the reward of the latter (vs. 8, 9a), (2) the promises made to those who 
are kind to their fellow-men (vs. 9b-12), (3) the reward offered to those who observe the ordinances of Jehovah’s 
Sabbath (vs. 13, 14). Consider the relation of these promises to the ideal times of the future. 

Fourth day. §161. Read quite closely the detailed description of Israel’s sins (Isa. 59: 1-15), remembering 


that the description was true of almost any period of Israelitish history. 
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Fifth day. Read how thus because of the desperate condition of Israel (Isa. 59:1-15) there is neces. 
sity for the intervention of Jehovah’s own right arm. When Jehovah sees the situation what does he do? 
Jehovah (vs. 16-21), arms himself for the conflict, he destroys the enemies of his people, he makes apparent to 
all the world the glory of his majesty. There comes a spiritual perception of Jehovah’s meaning; and the 
assurance that his spirit shall abide with Israel’s seed forever. 


Sixth day. § 162. Recalling once more the wonderful passage, Isaiah 52 : 13—53:12, with reference to the 
servant of Jehovah, read the last representation of the servant in ch. 61, in which the servant himself is repre 
sented as speaking, (1) What is his mission (vs. 1-3)? To proclaim liberty, and to bring comfort. (2) What 
will be the nature of the new dispensation (vs. 4-7)? The repairing of the wastes, the removal of shame, the 
presence of joy. (3) What will be the outcome (vs. 8-11)? Permanent blessing, everlasting salvation, righteous: 
ness and praise. 


Seventh day. Read Luke 4:17-22, and note how Jesus employs Isa. 61 to explain his work to those who 
did not accept him, — 


Eighth day. Consider the relation of Isa. 61 and its statements concerning the servant, to the statements 
of suffering contained in preceding chapters. Consider whether the chapter does not furnish the brightest 
description of the servant’s work, one in which the exaltation of the servant is represented with scarcely an 
allusion to his humiliation. 


Ninth day. §163. Remembering now that the passages which have recently been studied refer to the 
agency, that is, the persons or person through which Jehovah’s work is to be accomplished, let us take up the 
prophetic utterances concerning the Messianic times which connect themselves with what is called Zion, the 
Jerusalem of the future, the city which has been laid waste, but which is soon to be restored to its former 
glory. From this point of view read Isa. 40:1-11, and note (1) that the suffering of Jerusalem is almost over 
(vs. 1, 2), (2) Jehovah himself is coming in all his glory (vs. 3-5), he is coming in spite of all past discouragements 
and disappointments (vs. 6-8), he is coming as a mighty warrior and as a kind-hearted shepherd (vs. 9-11). 
Can any one suppose that Jehovah manifested himself thus before the coming of the Christ ? 

Tenth day. §164. Read the declaration (Isa. 45 : 21-25) that Jehovah’s redemption of Zion has been fore- 
told in the past; that he hath sworn that the world should acknowledge him, and that in him alone men shall 
glory. Does anyone suppose that these promises were completely fulfilled when Israel was restored from cap- 
tivity to Jerusalem ? 

Eleventh day. § 165. Read Isa. 48:17-22, and note the unfulfilled wish of Jehovah that Israel in times 
past might have hearkened ; the prosperity which in this case would have followed obedience (vs. 17-20); but 
notwithstanding Israel’s sin she shall be redeemed from Babylon and shall be led back through the deserts 
{vs. 21, 24). 

Twelfth day. § 166. Read Isa. 49:14-23. Can Jehovah forget Zion? No. He will restore her; he will 
bring back her children from all quarters: kings shall honor her, and Jehovah shall be acknowledged. 

Thirteenth day. § 167. Read Isa. 52:7-12. Jehovah is coming. How delightful to announce the good 
tidings. Jehovah shall fill the waste places of Jerusalem. As a warrior he comes and leads his people out of 
Babylon, not in haste, as in the days of Exodus, but in solemn dignity. 

Fourteenth day. § 168. Read Isa. 54:1-8 in which Zion, that is, spiritual Israel, who for many years has 
borne the reproach of barrenness is called upon to shout for joy because of the great numbers of her children 
(vs. 1-3). She need not longer fear shame and reproach because Jehovah himself is to be her husband, and he 
will restore her to her land. Fora short period only had he forsaken her. With great mercies will he gather 
her (vs. 4-8). 

Fifteenth day. Read the further description of ideal Zion (vs. 9-17). Jehovah has sworn a solemn oath 
that his covenant of peace shall continue (vs. 9, 10), the present condition of affliction will soon cease, the new 
Zion shall be constructed of precious stones (vs. 11,12). In this new period the children of Zion will be true 
disciples of Jehovah, and there will then be no occasion of fear (vs. 13, 14). Nations that oppose thee shall 
perish, everything opposed to you shall be condemned. This is the future of Jehovah’s servants, the ideal Zion 
(vs. 15-17). Consider whether this language could have been fulfilled in any proper sense before New Testa- 
ment times. What is the ideal Zion? The Jews restored to Palestine, or the spiritual seed of Abraham ? 

Sixteenth day. $169. Read Isa. 56:6, 7,in which the prophet looks forward to the time when all the 
world shall have accepted Jehovah. All will come in rejoicing to his house of prayer, for his house will be a 
house of prayer for all peoples. Consider again whether any adequate fulfillment of these words can be found 
in the restoration of the Jews, or whether the prophet’s idea does not refer to the times of the Christian dis- 


pensation toward the fulfillment of which we are now approaching. 
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Seventeenth day. §170. Remembering that the prophet is speaking for times in which Jerusalem lies in 
ruins, and that his conception of the future, however glorious, it may be, starts with the restoration of the 
ruined city, read the prophetic song of the glorified Zion, Isa. 60: 1-22, in which, after describing the return of 
the exiles (vs. 1-4) and the rebuilding of the temple (vs. 5-9) the prophet dwells in imagination upon the glory 
of the new Jerusalem (vs. 10-14), the wonderful prosperity of the future state (vs. 15-18) and the wonderful 
changes that will take place (vs. 19-22). Consider whether he.has in mind the literal Jerusalem built after the 
exile, or the spiritual Jerusalem, in other words, a figurative representation of the Christian dispensation. 


Eighteenth day. §171. The prophet seems unable to describe with sufficient definiteness the glory of the 
new Jerusalem, and again he undertakes the task (62:1-12). Here he takes up the recognition which shall be 
shown Zion by nations and kings; the crown with which she shall be adorned, her new name and the new name 
of her land (vs. 1-5), the promises which Jehovah has made of restoration shall be kept, and Zion’s land shall 
never again be laid waste. Let Israel go forth from Babylon, the day of salvation has come. Henceforth she 
shall be a holy people (vs. 6-12). 

Nineteenth day. §172. Read now the climax of the prophet’s description of the new heavens and the new 
earth (65:17-25) a condition of things in which society shall be transformed and in which there shall be no 
sorrow or distress. 

Twentieth day. §173. Continue a study of the picture of Jerusalem’s future in Isa. 66:5-24.—(1)a 
nation shall be born in a day (vs. 5-9), (2) peace and joy shall exist in abundance (vs. 10-14), (3) but upon her 
enemies there shall come the severest judgment (vs. 15-19), (4), the scattered ones of Israe] shall be restored 
from all parts (v. 20), and all flesh shall worship before thee (vs. 21-24). 


Twenty-first day. §174. Read Daniel’s description of the image seen by Nebuchadnezzar in his dream 
(Dan. 2:31-33), and likewise the description of the stone which became a great mountain (vs. 34-35). Under- 
standing that the kingdoms referred to by Daniel in his interpretation of the dream (vs. 37-43) represented 
great world-governments, note particularly the interpretation of the stone (vs. 44, 45), which represented in the 
prophetic vision the kingdom of God to be established upon the earth. This is surely a clear foreshadowing 
of the Messianic kingdom. 

Twenty-second day. §175. Read Daniel’s vision of the great beasts (7 :4-8), and likewise his vision of the 
Ancient of Days and the judgment (vs. 9-12), and then the vision of the king, of one like unto “the son of 
man” whose dominion is forever (vs. 13-14). Note carefully the interpretation given of the vision (vs. 15-18). 

Twenty-third day. § 176. Read Daniel's description of the last times (9 :24-27). Seventy weeks in the midst 
of which there will be intense affliction, and in which the Messiah will be cut off, and the city destroyed; but 
after this time of affliction there will come blessing (cf. Daniel 12:1-3; 10-13), a resurrection of the dead and a 
day of judgment, when the righteous shall shine as the brightness of the firmanent. 

Twenty-fourth day. Remembering that all these utterances were intended primarily for the people of 
Israel who were in the Babylonian captivity, note on the one hand how peculiarly appropriate every sermon 
shows itself to be when studied in the light of the circumstances, and on the other hand how the Holy Spirit 
used the captivity, which was a type of the captivity of sin and death, to teach the great and fundamental 
principles of deliverance from sin; that is, salvation. May not the last chapters of Isaiah be truly called the 
“Gospel of the Old Testament ?” 

Twenty-fifth day. Review the prophecies connected with the Babylonian exile. Try to formuiate in your 
own words the new ideas of this period concerning God. 

Twenty-sixth day. Review again, selecting the material touching the mission of Israel. 

Twenty-seventh day. Again go over the ground with the thought of the Ideal Servant and his work, in 
mind. 

Twenty-eighth day. Again make the Ideal Kingdom the central thought. 

Twenty-ninth day. Compare the ideas thus secured with those of the earlier prophetic utterances, and 
note the rapid development and the spiritual nature of the prophecies during the captivity. Consider in what 
measure this development and change may be due to the sufferings of the nation in captivity. 


*It is not possible, in the time allotted, to consider at all adequately the difficulties connected with Daniel’s prophecies 
Their reference to the future is undoubted. Their peculiar consistency with subsequent history in general is beyond question 
The details, however, must be left for a fuller course of study. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS. 


READ CAREFULLY.—Answer questions, as far as possible, from memory. Then take your Bible and review with the 
questions in mind, revising your answers as you read. Should you wish to work for a certificate, duplicate blanks for these 
questions will be sent on application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, Ill., enclosing two-cent stamp. Blanks for 
the entire course will be sent at once. Any person sending in nine papers for the year will receive a certificate. 


i. From your study of prophecy thus far do you think that the form of the prophetic utterances bore any 


relation to the particular times in which they were uttered? Give examples 
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2. What does Isaiah proclaim as the condition upon which Israel may enter into the new covenant which 
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3. Name three particulars in which Isaiah emphasizes the distinction between true and false worship of 
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4, What is announced as the cause of Israel’s separation from God, and how is this breach to be repaired ? 
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5. What passage from the prophecy of Isaiah did Jesus claim as descriptive of himself? Show in what par- 
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6. Under what two contrasting figures is Jehovah represented as coming to Zion Ie eR SOROS RIO GUC CCG 
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8. To what portion of the nation Israel are the promises of the restoration of Jerusalem and the return from 
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(b) In what sense has the faithful remnant become honored by kings ?................ ce eee eee ese eeeeeees 
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10. Name some of the external! characteristics of the ideal Zion described by the prophet................. 000 
11. Could any literal Jerusalem, however fully restored, have possessed such characteristics?................- 
12. Describe the condition of society which was to exist in this new Jerusalem..............: cece cece cece ccee 
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13. Are we nearer the realization of such a condition than the people of the time when these words were 
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14. Relate very briefly the dream of Nebuchadnezzar concerning the stone, and give Daniel’s interpretation of it. 
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15. Name some characteristics of Daniel’s prophetic ideas which seem tore definite in form than anything 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 


N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each of the nine question sheets in the year’s 
course will receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions may be studied previously, but 
must be answered from memory. 

This period of prophecy has frequently been said to contain the “Gospel of the Old Testament.” From 
such a point of view what does it teach concerning 
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A PERSONAL WORD TO THE STUDENT 


As we approach the ciose of our year of study it seems proper that we should ask ourselves what impressions 
will remain with us as a result of our work and thought, for I take it that we have all been thinking. Shall we 
then take a moment for self-examination and determine what is our personal conception of the central figure 
of our religious life, God. 

Nations have existed whose names have long been lost. Of other nations only the name has come down to 
us. These have done nothing for the world; have added nothing to its history. They have maintained for a 
longer or shorter period merely the dead level of monotonous existence. In the case of other nations the very 
opposite is true. Separating themselves in an early period from the environment of which they formed a part, 
they have gradually lifted themselves away from that environment to higher and higher ue of life and thought. 
It is the history of these nations that makes up the world’s history. 

Of the many millions of human beings that have lived, the mass are as 3 if they had a lived. There is no 
tangible evidence of their existence. They have been born, they have existed, and they have died, but this is all. 
There has been no contribution to life or thought. In the case of some, however, this does not holdtrue. Imbued 
with a spirit eager to secure that which was higher, driven by an impulse growing out of a desire to help human 
kind, controlled by a power which they themselves could not comprehend, these men have led the world in each 
step of its progress. What now, in each case, was the factor which differentiated the few nations from the many, 
the few individuals from the masses? I answer: a conception of God. And in proportion as this conception is 
true and cigar, and strong, in that proportion did the nation or the individual rise out of darkness into light; to 
that extent nation or individual entertained true and clear and strong conceptions of life and the relationship 
of life, of death and the significance of death. In other words, if we may point out the idea concerning Goa 
which prevails in any nation, or which is accepted by any individual, there is furnished, at once, the key which 
will explain the laws of the nation, the habits of the individual, the literature of the nation, the utterance of 
the individual, the spirit of the nation, the soul of the individual. 

If you will tell me what you think of God, the relationship which you sustain to him, I can determine a 
measure of your influence in the world. It is not possible that you should have no thought of God since you 
have been willing to study his word with care and patience; but have you come to realize the existence of God 
and your dependence on him; do you yet comprehend in even a limited way the goodness of God and his power 
to inspire your soul? If not, then indeed, you are to be pitied ; for you are one of the vast multitude whose hands 
have worked, but without avail. The great and controlling influence which is needed in order that your work 
shall count, has been lacking. I do not have in mind the meanings of the creeds, or the work of the churches. 
It is something higher and deeper—the contact of the human soul with the power that created it, the 
communion of that soul with the spirit that continues its existence. Just as light has come into the world, and 
progress, with the coming of the truer conception of God, so light will enter the soul, and the life of that soul 
will make progress with the increasing appreciation of the goodness and the greatness of God. Life is but the 
outward expression of thought, and thought is most ideal when it is thought of God. Let us free ourselves so 
far as we may from the things which fetter the spirit in its effort to come into contact with the great spirit of 
which it is a part. Let us break down the barriers which stand between us and the God in whose image we 
were made. Let us avail ourselves of every opportunity to grow upward rather than downward. Let us 
earnestly seek that higher life in which spirit meets spirit and the ideal of man’s creation is at last attained. 

What is it to be free? It is to be in touch with divinity. Whatisit to bestrong? It is to be a companion 
spirit of the great spirit. What is it to be true? It is to be in harmony with the truth of the universe which is 
itself the reflection of the character of God. 

The minds of some of us, have turned very frequently in recent years, to the words spoken or written by 
that prince of Christian men, Henry Drummond, a man whose life entered into the lives of so many of his fellow 
men. How many Christian men or women in America there are whose lives have been strengthened and softened 
by his spirit, because he lived with God! Not in any sickly, sentimental sense of the sacred phrase, but in its 
truest, deepest sense, it may be said God dwelt in his soul. 

I ask you to think upon this theme, and to make effort to know more intimately this God of humanity, and 
to translate thinking into living; so that with heart as well as voice we may continually be breathing the familiar 
refrain ‘“ Nearer my God to Thee.” 


ANALYTICAL OUTLINE. 


PART VIII. § 186. Jehovah in Zion rules the earth. 


Psalm 93. 


FORESHADOWINGS FROM THE POST-EXILIC TIMES. : : : 
§ 187. Jehovah, the creator, will manifest his presenee. 


§176. Israei will return, and through Israel the world os 
will be blessed. § 188. Jehovah is coming in judgment. 
Psalm 68, Psalm 97. 
§177. Israel’s actual return to the Holy Land. § 189. Jehovah is a doer of wonderful works. 
Ezra 1:1-6; 2:64-70; Psalm 98, 
3 1-13. 
§178. The work on the Temple is stopped. § 190. Jehovah reigns; he will manifest his power. 
Ezra 4: 1-24. Psalm 99, 
§179. The people, urged by Haggai, again take up the $191. Jehovah is merciful and faithful. 
building of the Temple. Psalm 100. 
hk aes 6-118, 3192: The past is forgiven; the future will be prosper- 
ous. 
§ 180. The impending shaking of the nations. Psalm 85, 
Haceatarl95 2t23, § 193. The ideal man will gain the victory over evil. 
§181. The Jerusalem of the future. ; Pealarot 
Zech. 2:1-13. 


€182. The Jerusalem of the future §194. A terrible judgment day is coming upon the 


; nations. 
§ 183. I pea fede Zech. 8 :1-23, Zech. 12:1-9, 
- dsrael’s King, the branch. 195. The rejected shepherd. 

Zech. 3:6-10. 5 J , Zech, 12: 10-13 :1. 
§ 184. The golden candlestick with seven lampr. § 196. The terrors of the final day. 

Zech. 4:1-14. Zech, 14:1-21. 
§ 185. The Branch, both king and priest. § 197. The coming of the second Elijah. 

Zech. 6:9-15. Malachi, ch. 3. 


Note.—In the preceding outline, the section titles printed in black type indicate the direct line of foreshadowings, while 
those in ordinary type present the historical background and the intervening events. 


SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY. 


(NotEe.—The section numbers refer to the sections of the preceding Outline. The suggestions on the study of eacn day, 
though by no means covering all the work that might be done, are made fuller this month than will perhaps be necessary here- 
after. In later sheets the student will be thrown more upon his own responsibility. 


Abbreviations: C., Chart; M., Map; R.V., Revised Version of the Bible; A.V., Authorized or Old Version of the Bible; cf., com- 
pare; i. e., that is; ff., following. 


First day. §176. Remembering the long continued captivity of Israel in Babylon, and the frequent 
announcements by Israel’s prophets of a glorious return, read Psalm 68 which seems to sum up the promises 
so frequently made. (1) vs. 1-6, Jehovah is coming; the wicked will disappear; the righteous will rejoice ; 
prepare the way for the coming of the God who blesses humanity. (2) vs. 7-13, as God marched at the head of 
Israel from Egypt to Sinai, a great victory will be given Israel to-day against the kings of the nations. 


Second day. Continue with Psalm 68; (3) vs. 14-20, Zion is the habitation of Jehovah; he has taken 
up his abode and Israel will be restored. (4) vs. 21-27, The enemy will be crushed and Jehovah will enter his 
holy place with songs and dances. (5) vs. 28-35, A prayer that Zion may be strengthened and her enemies 
destroyed. The time is coming when Egypt and Ethiopia will accept the true God and sing his praises. 


Third day. §177. Consider now some of the facts of the return; (1) the proclamation of Cyrus, 536 B. C., 
(Ezra 1:1-4;) (2) the return of the people (1:5, 6; 2: 64-70); (3) the setting up of the altar (3:1-7), (4) the lay- 
ing of the foundation of the temple, 535 B. C, (3: 8-13). 

Fourth day. Note (5) the rejoicings of the people in view of the fulfillment of the prophecies con- 
cerning the return; (6) the rebuilding of Jerusalem, (7) the deliverance of the people from misery and torture, 
from reproach and tacnts, from the overwhelming darkness of God’s wrath to satisfaction and contentment, to 
honor and glory, to liberty and to the sunshine of divine favor. 


Fifth day. §178. Read how Israel’s enemies make representations to Cyrus which result in the cessation 
of work on the Temple, Ezra 4: 1-24. 


Sixth day. §179. Note how, after fifteen years, during which no work is performed, in September, 520 B.C. 
in response to the urging of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the Jews again begin the work of building, 
eee the co-operation of Darius, the king, the Temple is finished 515 B. C. (Hag. 1:1-11; Ezra 5:1-17; 6: 

-18.) 

Seventh day. §180. As the Temple progresses the people see that it is not as large as the former Temple, 
and they are discouraged. Read Haggai’s sermon 2:1-9, in which (1) after expressing his appreciation of the 
disappointment (v. 3), (2) he encourages them to be strong in view of God’s promises to be with them (vs. 4, 5), 
and then predicts a great shaking of nature and of the nations, in connection with which the desirable things 
of all nations shall come, and the house of Jehovah shall be filled with glory (vs. 7-8), and the latter glory of 
the house shall be greater than the former (vs.9). Read also Haggai 2:21-23 in which he speaks of the over- 
throw of nations, at which time Zerubbabel shall be given special protection. Does not all this point forward 
to some time in the future which shall be of particular interest? Remember that this sermon was preached 
in October, 520 B. C., five years before the completion of the Temple. 


Eighth day. §181. Read Zech.2:1-13,a vision connected with the rebuilding of Jerusalem in which tho 
prophet asserts (1) that the Jerusalem of the future shall be so great as not to admit walls (v. 4), (2) she shall 
not require walls because Jehovah will be a wall of protection (v. 5), (3) Israelites from all quarters will be 
brought back (vs. 6, 7), (4) Israel’s enemies shall be spoiled (vs. 8, 9), (5) Jehovah will return and dwell with Zion 
(v. 10), (6) the world shall accept Jehovah (vs. 11-13). Does not the prophet’s vision reach down to New Testa- 
ment times ? 


Ninth day. §182. Read another description of the future Jerusalem, Zech. 8: 1-23, and prepare a list of 
the essential ideas presented. 


Tenth day. §183. Read Zech. 3:6-10 which describes the coming of the first king, who is to be called 
ee Branch. Cf. Jer. 23:5; 33:15. The time is coming when all iniquity shall be removed and the land will 
e in peace. 


Eleventh day. §184. Read Zech. 4:1-14, the vision of the golden candlestick with seven lamps. Note 
that Zenubbabel, the prince, needs encouragement with reference to the future, and so with this vision he is 
assured that Jehovah will continue by his side. The two olive trees furnishing the oil for the lamps, without 
human agency, prefigure a superhuman support which Jehovah will render the prince of Israel; without 
human agency he will be sustained. 


Twelfth day. §185. Read Zech. 6:9-15, in which we have another prophecy of the Branch. This Branck 
is to build the Temple of Jehovah (this must refer tosome temple of the future); Joshua, the priest, is crowned 
as a pledge that the Messiah shall arise and receive such a crown; the Messiah, called Branch, will build the 
great Temple, for which the present Temple is only a preparation. The Branch will be both king and priest 
(cf. Ps. 110; Is. 11; Sam. 7:11-16). Could anyone, other than Jesus Christ, furnish the fulfillment of these 
predictions? 

Thirteenth day. §186. It will be seen now that the minds of the people have been directed more and 
more to the future. The writers of this period seem to dwell largely on the idea of Jehovah’s appearing as 
king. Read Ps. 93, in which Jehovah is represented as king in Zion ruling the whole earth; Nature rejoicing 
at his advent; his reign characterized by righteousness and justice. 


Fourteenth day. §187. Read Ps. 95, in which the people are called upon to praise Jehovah because of his 
power as creator, and because he is the shepherd of his people (vs. 1-7). The experiences of Israel should teach 
her how now to look forward to his coming (vs. 8-11). 


Fifteenth day. §188. Read Ps.97. Jehovah is coming; his throne is righteousness; his message the 
lightning; the world testifies to his glory; his judgments are especially for Zion’s deliverance; let the righteous 
rejoice. 

Sixteenth day. §189. Read Ps.98. Let Jehovah be praised by all mankind in view of the wonderful 
works which he has done. 


Seventeenth day. §190. Read Ps. 99. Jehovah reigns, he isgreat and holy, he has established righteous- 
ness and equity ; he has answered priests and prophets in the past, he has given evidence of his presence, he 
las forgiven them their sins; he will now show his deliverance. 


Eighteenth day. §191. Read Ps. 100. Praise Jehovah for his goodness and mercy and faithfulness. 


Nineteenth day. §192. Read (Ps. 85) the Psalmist’s description of the land in which Jehovah will manifest 
his ylory and deliverance. Since (vs. 1-3) Jehovah has been merciful in the past ; the prayer is offered (vs. 4-7) 
that he will turn and extend the same mercy for the future, Jehovah answers (vs. 8-13) that they must not 
again commit folly, and that his glory shall dwell in the land, mercy, truth, righteousness and peace shall 
unite. They will spring up in all parts of the land, prosperity shall abound. 


Twentieth day, § 193. Read Ps.91,1n which the Psalmist describes the triumph of the ideal man over evil’ 
Cf. Gen. 3 -14,15: Ps, 18. Note (1) his relationship to God (vs. 1-4), (2) his freedom from terror and danger (vs. 
5-7), (3) the great care which God will exercise concerning him (vs. 9-12), (4) his immunity from danger (vs. 13, 
14), (5) Jehovah's continual presence with him (vs 15, 16), 


Twenty first day. § 194. Read Zech, 12 1-9 1n which there is described the coming of the terrible day of 
judgment upon the nations, but Judah and Jerusalem shall be preserved. 


Twenty-second day. § 195. Read Zech. 12: 10-13:1, a description of the smitten shepherd over whom the 
people lament. Note that the people themselves have rejected the shepherd, and that he gives his life for the 
flock. The people repent and Jehovah prepares a fountain for the washing away of their sins. 


Twenty-third day. §196. Read Zech. 14: 1-21 which describes again the terrors of the final day. The 
hostile armies are smitten ; all who are Jeft will acknowledge Jehovah. Jerusalem shall be a source of life, and 
Jerusalem shall be in the truest sense holy. 


Twenty-fourth day. §197. Read Malachi. ch. 3, in which the announcement is made of the coming of a 
second Elijah, who shall announce the coming of the messenger of the covenant, whose coming shall be a day 
of destruction to the wicked, a day of blessing to the righteous. 


Twenty-fifth day. Consider now the history of Israel as a whole, a history especially conducted by Jeho- 
vah (1) in order to build up a people in the knowledge of himself, that through them higher and higher truth 
might be continually revealed to the world; (2) in which great and significant events took place, which furnish 
the object lesson for the inculcation of these important truths. ‘Try to realize how different the history is from 
all other history, and endeavor especially to fix in the mind the fact that the events furnish the basis for the 
inspired utterances. Read this statement over and over again, until you are certain that you comprehend it. 


_ Twenty-sixth day. Recall how again and again the inspired speakers refer to the conflict of mankind with 

evil, with the teaching that in the end mankind shall conquer. Ask yourself the question, in whom do all these 

. representations tind their fulfillment? Who, once for all, gained the victory over sin? Compare also the pic- 

ture after picture given of the happiness and the blessedness of the ideal man. Agk yourself, who, of all the 
descendants of Adam, was the ideal man? In whom alone do these pictures find their realization ? 


Twenty-seventh day. Recall the utterance after utterance concerning the day when Jehovah will appear 
among men, This coming is always in the future, and will be attended with blessings to those who love him, 
with destruction to those who have opposed him. When has he appeared except in the presence of his son, 
Jesus Christ ? Consider also the vivid portrayals of the day of Jebovah; a day of darkness and distress, when 
hostile nations shall be punished, and the people of God redeemed. Can this refer to anything else than the 
new régime of which the Christ is the inaugurator ? 


Twenty eighth day. Recall the beautiful descriptions of the Holy Land as it shall be in the future, where 
there shall be no death, no sorrow, when man shall be at peace with man, and man with beast ; when harvest 
shall be plentiful and everything prosperous; when Jerusalem shal! be the great city of the world. Recall how 
these descriptions enter into the pictures presented to us of the kingdom of God, and consider whether the 
world has yet seen the fultillment of these predictions, or whether they are not to come as the outgrowth of 
the New Testament dispensation, a spiritual land and a spiritual kingdom. 


Twenty-ninth day. Note how in the divine plan the nation was guided and instructed by three orders of 
men, each of which in its representatives from century to century foreshadows the Christ, who shall be at the 
same time priest and prophet and king. 


Thirtieth day. When you remember that there is no such thing as Messianic prophecy in any literature 
of ancient times, except the literature of the Old Testament; when you remember that there is not even any- 
thing of prophecy in its broadest sense, and when you consider the definiteness, the gradual growth, and the 
full presentation of Messianic prophecy which furnishes the connecting link from generation to generation for 
the whole history and literature of Israel, can you for a moment doubt that in all this there has been exerted a 
supernatural influence for the execution of a supernatural plan ? 


REVIEW QUESTIONS. 


READ CAREFULLY.—Answer questions, as far as possible, from memory. Then take your Bible and review with the 
questions in mind, revising your answers as you read. Should you wish to work for a certificate, duplicate blanks for these 
questions will be sent on application to the office of the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, Il., enclosing two-cent stamp. Blanks for 
the entire course wil! be sent at once. Any person sending in nine papers for the year will receive a certificate. 


1. What do the Psalms of the early days of the return teach concerning the future universal character of the 
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7. Give the essential ideas of the visions of the Jerusalem of the future sent at this time for the encouragement 
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11. Give your idea of the conception of Jehovah and his relation to mankind as represented by the Psalms and 
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13. What progress has then been made toward the completion of the original purpose of God, to reveal himself 
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14. Has this progress been made because of the codperation of the chosen nation or in spite of its apostasy and 
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15. (a) Under what figure does Zechariah show that the nation will yet again prove untrue?..............e0. 
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HONOR QUESTIONS. 


N.B. Any person answering the honor questions upon each of the nine question sheets in the year's 
course will receive a Special Honor sign upon his certificate. These questions may be studied previously, but 
must be answered from memory. 


1. How does it seem to you that the history of Israel differed from that of other nations (a) in the succession 
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(b) In the instruments through which the history was guided ? ......... cscs esse cee cne censor ccnscecsers 20° 
(c) In the special adaptation of the communications of the prophets to the times in which they were 
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(d@) Im‘ the evident: underlying purpose 2 aba. 5 6 oo sesso tts, «rare esos ore ore sjellole ole ers, orefeoureve antore iaiete ate ranscetclicts centers eterna 
2" Was this work completed (q@)in the return to Jerusalem 2.17.1... 4-1. «tele seit teeta etree ae 
(ob) Inthe coming’ of the Christ 22s. cicca wicca wave evenisy oles Aoyv cued os cseate even (aust ds to\ctenee terete tol dle GER oe] eis tate ee ree 
(C)bOris it still In: progress fis Aw neste oe tyes eaieca sa aise eateries oilers eet hae se Oe cee ee he eet eee 
3. What to you seems to constitute a bond of unity between the Old Testament and the New?..............- 
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4. Would it have been possible to lift man to a higher realization of the principles of righteousness presented 
in the Old Testament without their illustration in’ the life of Jesus? .... «iscsi scenic reer ieee 
5. Would even this have been effectual without the continual presence of Jehovah among men in the centuries 
since the: opentmsxof the Christian eraitis 2... caine ses cin te © oe scicidy ate onli ouelsie einkketeres soir meu tee eee eee 
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